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Panel sheds
light on lives
of little people

Lynch named
recipient of
teaching award
By Jen Jarvis ’07

By Erin Ellingsen ’07

News Staff

News Staff

Remember way back during
the first semester when we were
asked to nominate professors
who are really good at what they
do? Well, afFACULTY & ter a long and
ACADEMICS detailed
process, the
results are in. Dr. Stephen
Lynch, associate professor of
English, is the 2003-04
recipient of the Joseph R.
Accinno Faculty Teaching
Award.
This award, named after the
late brother of a Providence
College alumnus, John J.
Accinno ’46, is given to a
faculty member who exhibits
excellence in teaching, a
passion and enthusiasm for
learning, and a genuine concern
for students’ academic and
personal growth. The award
was given for the first time last
year to Dr. Joseph Cammarano,
associate professor of Political
Science.
The winner is chosen by the
Teaching Award Selection
Committee (TASC), chaired by
Dr. Joan Branham, associate
professor of Art and Art History.
It is also made up of Student
Congress representatives,
faculty members, the Vice
President
of Academic
Administration, and last year’s
recipient.
Lynch, who has been
associate director of the Liberal
Arts Honors Program for seven
years, said he was “very

“You only live life once.
You might as well live it
challenged.”
Becky Curran ’06 shared
her motto with a
group of students
LECTURE who gathered on
Wednesday,
April 21 to hear Curran, Linnea
Keel ‘07, and Dan Kennedy
share their stories of how
dwarfism has affected their
lives.
Curran and Keel are both
students at Providence College
who have different kinds of
dwarfism. Kennedy’s daughter,
Rebecca, is also a dwarf. He
became involved in Little
People of America soon after
Rebecca was diagnosed, and is
the author of Little People:
Learning to See the World
Through my Daughter’s Eyes.
There are many kinds of
dwarfism, with achondroplasia
being by far the most common.
Curran has this type, which she
described as the “tallest and
healthiest” of the conditions.
Nevertheless, she has under
gone eight operations in her
lifetime, the most serious of
which was during her soph
omore year of high school,
when she had an operation to
alleviate compression on her
spinal cord, a common problem
among those with achon
droplasia. Though she missed
about a month of school, she
still managed to catch up and
achieve her goal of graduating
with her class. She described
the surgeries as “experiences
that have made me stronger.
Things could be worse, and
they’re not.”
When Keel was bom, there
were no signs that she was
anything other than a healthy
baby. It wasn’t until she
contracted meningitis when she
was two years old that doctors
discovered that she had
pseudoachondroplasia, a form
of short-limb dwarfism. She,
like Curran, has had several
operations to treat problems
associated with her condition:
because her legs were severely
bowed she had trouble walking,
she has had three operations to
straighten her legs, and another
planned for the coming summer.
While some little people opt
for limb-lengthening surgery
that involves the daily breaking
of bones and can last for three
years or more, Keel and Curran
have decided not to take that
route. “I’m comfort-able with
myself...I like being a little
person,” said Keel. Curran
agreed saying, “We were put on
earth this way for a reason.”
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Tuition spike stabs wallet
According to Frazier, the
College
raises tuition each year,
Asst. News Editor
and has done so consistently for
aying thousands of at least the past five years. In
dollars for college 2000, the total cost of attending
each year can be Providence College was
financially disabling, $24,995. Since then it has risen
to $32,075 for the 2004-2005
and to the dismay of many,
tuition prices are continuously academic year, averaging a 6%
increase each year.
on the rise.
Providence College is no
Frazier said these increases
exception, as the cost of tuition have been critical during a time
for the 2004-2005 school year when the nation is still suffering
has increased by 7%, from from a disrupted, post-Sept. 11
$21,665 to $23,180. In addition, economy. Tuition increases are
the cost of room and board for also necessary, he said, to
next year has risen 3.9%, from accommodate for smaller class
$8,500 to $8,895, accounting sizes that don’t yield as much
for an average increase of 5.1 %. money to the College. The Class
According to Mike Frazier, of 2006 has only 877 students—
Director of Finance, the College 58 less than the class of 2005 needs to raise the cost of tuition and consequently brings in
and room and board each year $1,860,350 less.
as it essentially functions off of
Frazier pointed out that
tuition dollars.
Providence College does not
“We live off tuition - it’s our have the financial luxuries that
bread and butter,” he said. “ state and research institutions
We don’t have another form of have, and therefore must rely
more heavily on tuition income.
revenue.”

By Mallary Jean Tenore ’07

P

“This is a $3 million campus
... we have to ask ourselves,
what can we afford to have it
go up? Our tuition cost is below
or at what you see at other
private schools,” he said. “It’s
us trying to manage as best as
we can.”
Compared to other schools
such as Boston College, College
of the Holy Cross, Fairfield
University, and Villanova
University, PC’s tuition is the
lowest. Boston College for
example, costs $39,186, and
averages an annual total cost
increase of 9%; Holy Cross
costs $38,546 and averages a
yearly increase of 7%.
Frazier also noted that PC’s
endowment is relatively small
compared to that of other
colleges. He stated that Boston
College’s endowment is $1
billion, and that of Holy Cross
is $400 million. PC’s “peak”
endowment value is much
BUDGET/Page 4

S.H.E.P.A.R.D. makes its voice heard
by Megan

Comerford ’06

Senior News Staff

Wednesday, April 21 marked
the nationally observed Day of
Silence. Sponsored by the
United States Student Asso
ciation (USSA)
STUDENT and the Gay,
LIFE Lesbian,
and
Straight Educa
tion Network (GLSEN), the
Day of Silence, which began in
1996, is a way of raising
awareness about lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT) rights.
Focused on educating
students in higher education, the
Day of Silence offers an
opportunity to publicize
discrimination, demand policy
changes, and promote a more
accepting culture.
More than 600 colleges and
universities nationwide par
ticipate in the Day of Silence.
Students take a vow of silence

JOE RAHO '05/The Cowl

Students participated in the nationally observed Day of
Silence on Wednesday, April 21.
to represent the silence that is
forced upon LGBT people, such
as the exclusion from
educational resources or the
treatment of the LGBT issue as
taboo.
Students at Providence
College partook in this protest,
using their silence as a means
of communicating their protest
of intolerance.

“I am participating in the
Day of Silence because I see the
importance of raising awareness
around the violence and
discrimination faced by gay,
lesbian,
bisexual,
and
transgender individuals by
making the invisible issue a
visible one,” said Lisa Viau ’04,
President of S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
“1 think it is important to

participate in and have the Day
of Silence at PC because the
silencing of LGBT students and
their allies is a topic that is
under-discussed on campus,”
said Michelle Sagan ’04. “The
purpose of the event is for
people to consider the voices
they are not hearing—not just
on this one day, but every day.”
The Day of Silence at PC is
commemorated with Breaking
the Silence, a program spon
sored by Stopping Homo
phobia, Eliminating Prejudices,
and
Restoring
Dignity
(S.H.E.P.A.R.D.).
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. formally
began in the Fall of 2001,
making it a relatively new
organization on campus. “At
that time,” said Viau, “there was
still a lot of controversy about
the club even being in
existence.”
The club’s objective, as
expressed in its constitution, is
SILENCE/Page 5
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News Briefs
$5,000 fee not in place for
study abroad students

Contrary to the rumors
circulating at Providence
College, students planning to
study abroad for the 2004-2005
school year will not be charged
an additional $5,000 fee. As for
changes to be made in the
future, nothing will be decided
upon until June of 2004 when
the deciding cabinet meets to
discuss this issue.
The reason for possibly
charging an additional fee to go
abroad is to ensure PC students
are
getting
as
many
opportunities as possible,
explained Seana McGovern,
Director of the Study Abroad
Program.

In the past, students intend
ing to study abroad were
required to attend institutions
with which Providence College
had established relationships.
With over 4,000 study abroad
programs, it was impossible for
the College to maintain
relationships with all of them,
thus narrowing down the
options of institutions for
students to attend, said
McGovern.
If this fee does come into the
picture for PC students, said
McGovern, it is intended to
expand opportunities for
students to make sure their
interests are being met by not
limiting the options available to
them.
—Lindsey Sheppard ’06

Class of 2005 announces
Commencement Core
Recently, the Class of 2005
selected the members of its
Commencement
Core
committee. Meghan McNulty
’05 and Jessica Lopes ’05 will
be handling the formal, Stefanie
Terentiuk ’05 and Malisa
Iannino ’05 are in charge of day
events, Kelly St. Laurent ’05
and Jon Matrullo ’05 are in
charge of the club, Caitlyn
McFeely ’05 and Tony Zieja ’05
are handling entertainment, Tim
Dowd ’05, Julie Ploufe ’05, and
Ashley Campbell ’05 are in
charge of publicity, and Malinda
Koehler ’05 and Renee
Chevalier ’05 will be handling
the video. George Catrambone

The Board of Trustees recently announced that the new
Center for the Arts will be named after Rev. Philip A. Smith,
O.P., President of the College.
’05, president of the class, and members of the class are
Colleen Laware ’05, who is the welcome to contact committee
treasurer, are also both members members with any suggestions
or questions.
of the committee.
Mark Driscoll ’05, chair of
—Stephanie Barkus ’05
the committee, said that

Campus Calendar for April 23 to April 29
Submit events to sbarku05@providenbe.edu

Friday
23

2:30-9:30 p.m.
5-8 p.m. Asian Expo 2 p.m. Blackfriars
Clam Jam on Slavin 2004: “Asian Fusion” Dance Concert in
Lawn.
in Peterson.
Blackfriars Theatre.
3:45 p.m. DWC
Lecture Series in
Moore Hall II.

27 Tuesday

25 Sunday

Thursday
29
7 p.m. Holocaust
Remembrance Night
in ’64 Hall.

7 p.m. Jazz Show
7-11 p.m. Sopho
more Outdoor Ball on performance in
Hendricken Field.
McPhail’s.

9 p.m.-l a.m. Glow 8 p.m. Blackfriars
Dance Concert in
Party in ’64 Hall.
Blackfriars Theatre.
9:30 p.m. Post
Clam Jam Party in
8 p.m. WDOM
McPhail’s.
Concert in McPhail’s.

8 p.m. HBO shows
in McPhail’s.
8 p.m. Zoolander on
Slavin Lawn.

2:30 p.m. Com
muter Students
meeting in Slavin
117.

7-8:30 p.m. Alumni
Career Forum/Health
Policy and Manage
ment Program in
Slavin Center Rm G01.

7 p.m. The Rebecca
Shaw Memorial
Texas Hold’em
Tournament in
McPhail’s.
8 p.m. Student/
Alumni Film Fest
’04 in Moore Hall
III.

26 Monday

Saturday
24

8 p.m. BOP
Coffeehouse presents
Bingo Blowout in
McPhail’s.

28 Wednesday

11:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m.
PC Health Fair in Lower
Slavin.

3-4:30 p.m. Things for
Thursday: Spike’s hot
dog eating contest on
Slavin Lawn.
8-11 p.m. PC Perk in
McPhail’s.
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Out with the new, in with the old
By Meghan Welsh ’06
Senior News Staff

Every spring at Providence
College, the student body votes
for the candidates they feel will
best represent their interests as
a class. HowSTUDENT ever. the
CONGRESS number of
students that
choose to vote is strongly
affected by the candidates, how
they campaign, and the
improvements they propose to
their peers for the following
academic year.
Though Raymond Cafeteria
seemed crowded on Election
Day, a large amount of students
in each class did not vote. The
class of 2007 received 585
votes, while 332 students in the
class of 2006 voted. The class
of 2005 ’s support dwindled
even farther down to 278
completed ballots.
Based on the number of
students in each class, about
60% of the freshman class voted
while the sophomores and
juniors percentage of voters
were lower at 39% and 32%.
Student Congress President
Andrea Essner ’04 was pleased
with the election, despite the
number of students that voted.
“In a college election,
anything above 30% for each
class is great,” Essner said. “Of
course we would love to have
everyone vote, but I feel that the
election was incredibly suc
cessful.”
Most candidates preferred a
door-to-door approach when
campaigning, believing it was
the best way for students to
know who they were and what
they wanted to do for their class.
“I really want to make sure
that I am approachable,” said
Matthew Weber ’06 who was
reelected as president of next
year’s junior class. “If Ido that,
I feel like I am on the same level
as students. I did put up posters
too, but talking to the students
is more of a grassroots
approach.”
George Catrambone. ’05,
who was also reelected as the
class president said, “I tried to
share a record of what I have
done so far with students so they
know I would continue to be the
best candidate. In particular, I
focused on having better Senior
Nights, plans for Commence
ment, and dealing with the
problems that some upperclassmen have had with the
meal plan options.”

Students expressed a number
of reasons for not voting in the
election, ranging from not
knowing about the election or
not knowing the candidates to
simply forgetting that an
election was taking place.
“Some candidates came
around to my room, gave me
some candy, told me to vote for
them, and left without even
telling me what they were
running for,” said Matt Robson
’05. “I’m not going to vote for
people that I don’t know. Maybe
if people running made more of
an effort to let us all know who
they were, more people would
vote and the most qualified
people would win.”
Athena Karalekas ’07 said,
“I ended up voting for the
people I knew on the ballot, but
it would have been nice to know
what they were planning to
work on if we voted for them.
Most people put posters up, but
there are so many that I think
people just ignore them after
awhile.”

Of course we would love
to have everyone vote,
but I feel that the election
was incredibly
successful.
Andrea Essner ’04 * A
Though many students feel
that candidates could do more
to make their ideas known, the
set of rules that the candidates
must follow for campaigning
are somewhat restricting, which
many students may not know
about. For example, candidates
may only spend 50 dollars on
their campaign materials and
must save all receipts from
materials in case they are asked
to verify this.
Campaigning in class, by
using Instant Messenger or email, using mail box staffers,
using table tents, or printing
anything on clothing is also
prohibited. All posters and fliers
require approval by a Congress
member and the S.A.I.L. Office
before they can be posted.
Students found violating
these rules face possible
elimination from the campaign.
Essner stated that the rules for
campaigning have been in place
for years and that they serve to
make the elections fair and
ensure that the process goes
smoothly on campus.
“Take, for example, the idea

TRACY DONADIO '06/The Cowl

Above (left to right):
George Catrambone ’05,
Matt Weber ’06, and Matt
Kinback ’07 were all
reelected for a second year
as president of their class.
Catrambone and Weber
both cited talking to
students as one of their
major campaign strategies.

of allowing students to put up
unlimited posters and table
tents, such as in Raymond
Dining Hall,” Essner said.
“Allowing students to place any
sort of campaign materials
anywhere would create a waste
problem. All of the fliers and
table tents would have to be
picked up, especially by the
Raymond Dining Hall staff.
That’s not fair to them.”
In a traditional election,
voters can get to know and
recognize candidates in a setting
such as a forum or debate. When
questioned about this option,
Essner stated that such debates
had been held in the past but that
Student Congress has stopped
holding them.
“When we held the debates,
very few people came,” Essner
said. “There is no benefit to
having the candidates debate if
a very small number of students
come to listen to them. But if
there was a strong, genuine
interest, we could try to have
one again.”
Bridget Black ’06, who ran
for President of the Class of
2006, suggested that an online
system might be beneficial in
helping the student body get to
know their candidates.
“When I was campaigning
and tried going door-to-door, a
lot of people weren’t around,”
Black said. “Perhaps a profile

Class of 2005
President-------------------------- George Catrambone
Vice President------------ ------- Colin Orr
Secretary-------------------------- Christina VanDenBelt
Treasurer-------------------------- Colleen LaWare
Representatives ———Margarita Hermosa
Sarah Cioffi
Megan Mazza
Casey Richard
Rob Gaynor

Class of 2006

President--------------------------- Matt Weber
Vice President
—........ Brad Freeman
Secretary-------------------------- Jen Norton
Treasurer-------------------------- Tarra Dayton
Representatives------ —- Amanda Valentino
Kat Page
Kyle Seltzer
Allyza Lopez
Lindsey Sheppard
Class of 2007

President----- --------- —------- Matt Kinback
Vice President •—>------Brent Gilbert
Secretary-------------------------- Mike Verzino
Treasurer-------------------------- Jonny Styron
Representatives---------------- Adam Truesdale
Patty Synnott
Julie Mausolf-Mark
Amy Berroyer
John Yodzis
GRAPHIC BY RYAN WENK ’OOThe Cowl

system online with the
candidates’ platforms and
pictures would help the
candidates have a better
presence among students.”
Fahreen Haque ’07, said that
since she is a commuter, she
didn’t get to know the
candidates well enough to vote

for them. “I’m not here that
much and I didn’t know when
the election was and I didn’t
know who the candidates
were,” she said. “Maybe if they
actually talkeo about things
instead of saying, ‘Hi my name
is . . .’, because that’s all you
know is their names.”

Big City Atmosphere With Small Town Fare
Open 7 days a week for Lunch and Dinner.
Doors open at 11:30am

Kevin Lemoi - Manager
Angie Armanise - Executive Chef
50 Main St., E. Greenwich, RI 401.885.2200
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Budget: Tuition increases by seven percent
continued from front page
lower at $120 million.
One can only see so many dollar signs
before asking: where is all this money
going? According to Frazier, tuition
dollars help pay the faculty and staff, the
power plant workers, the price of gas and
electricity, and for refurbishments
throughout the 46 buildings on campus.
Tuition dollars will also be used to
pay for the sprinklers that were recently
installed in several buildings on campus,
including the Alumni gymnasium,
Phillips Memorial Library, Moore Hall
lecture rooms I, II, and III, Schneider
Arena, Alumni Hall Food Court, and
Room 137 of Albertus Magnus Hall, as
part of Rhode Island’s new fire code.
According to Frazier, the installation of
sprinklers cost $1.3 million, which the
College has until June 30,2005 to pay.
The College will also be spending
money to expand Ray Cafeteria, and pay
for the construction of the artificial-turf
field near Peterson, and the relocating
of a fire pump from Peterson to a location
near the Power Plant.
Frazier made clear the fact that PC
will not use tuition money to pay for the
construction of the Smith Center for the
Arts or the suite-style residence hall. “We
went out of issue debt [to pay for the
facilities]. Hopefully not a penny of
tuition will go toward paying any of that
debt,” he said.
Frazier noted that the cost of the
Smith Center for the Arts will be paid
for in fixed-rate debts and the suite-style
residence hall is being paid for through
various fundraising activities. William
Eustis, Vice President for Institutional
Advancement, said the College is
currently trying to raise $7 million to
name the new residence hall, which will
likely take the name of a PC graduate,
and $13 million to name individual

TRACY D0NADI0 ’06/The Cowl

New sprinkler systems in buildings on campus, such as, Schneider Arena,
cost the school $1.3 million, which must be paid by June 30,2005.

rooms in the Smith Center for the .Arts.
While some corporations and
federations do donate money to PC, the
majority of fundraising profits, said
Eustis, come from alumni. Of PC’s
44,000 alums, 34 percent contribute on
an annual basis. According to Eustis, PC
gained $6.2 million in fundraising
during the last fiscal year.
Although fundraising efforts have
proven to be successful, Eustis noted
there is still room for financial
improvement. “We have a $100 million
endowment which really needs to grow
to match that of other colleges,” he said.
A program is currently being put in
place, he said, to help with this problem.
He added that throughout the next five
years the College will try to raise the
endowment by $20 million through
fundraising efforts.

The College has had to cut back on
some of its services due to budget
constraints. According to Mark J. Devine,
Associate Director of Athletics, the
Athletic Department was forced to cut
$250,000 from its budget this year. As a
result, 19 student worker positions in the
sports medicine department have had
their hours reduced significantly.
Jim Collins ’04, who has held a work
study position in the sports medicine
department since freshman year, said he
was surprised at the cuts, which were
made based on seniority. “I think it’s
pretty much a joke. I’m working about
2/3 less than what I used to work,” he
said. “It just came out of the blue. I talked
to (the financial aid office) and it was just
more excuses after excuses. It’s like we
were punished for working in the athletic
department.”

Devine said a large sum of the
Athletic Department’s money comes
from basketball profits. $2.5 million
were spent on basketball last year, but
the sport ended up bringing in $5 million,
$2.4 million of which were from ticket
sales.
Budgetary concerns have also caused
the Alumni Career Advising Program—
a service designed to help alumni search
for jobs and critique their resumes—to
be temporarily suspended.
Robert F. Ferreira, Director of Alumni
and Donor Relations, said he is currently
assessing the financial situation and
hopes to bring back the program next
year. He noted that there may be other
small cutbacks, the specificities of which
he does not yet know.
Although the College has had to make
some budget cuts, the financial aid
distribution will continue to increase as
tuition escalates. According to Herbert
J. D’Arcy, executive director of financial
aid, the College “pools resources by at
least the amount of tuition increase.”
He said that in the past few years, PC
has allotted roughly $50 million in
financial aid, which is split evenly
between money from the College, and
federal and state loans and grants.
Currently, 68 percent of students are
receiving some sort of financial aid and
60 students have a full-tuition
Presidential Scholarship.
Some students said they think the
price of college is unnecessarily despite
the amount of financial aid awarded. “I
think that PC is pretty cheap in terms of
what they give us, so I don’t see the need
for them to charge us another $1500
since we already pay them for everything
as it is,” said Greg Kerr ’07. “I think
though that the College’s price is fair
when compared to other schools with the
same reputation, although all education
is overpriced in general.”
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Silence: Purpose of day rings loud and clear
continued from front page

to help “gay, lesbian, and bisexual
students to feel secure and included in
the Providence College family.”
Viau also said that the administration,
faculty, and staff at Providence have
“been very supportive,” such as
moderator Richard Kless, director of
Off-Campus Living.
The main goal of S.H.E.P.A.R.D. as
expressed by Viau is to “bring awareness
to the campus about homophobia,
harassment, [and] heterosexism,” which
can “hinder a safe, inclusive campus
from thriving.”
Breaking the Silence is one example

of S.H.E.P.A.R.D.’s educational aim.
Wednesday’s forum, where they
discussed their experiences, brought a
close to the students’ vow of silence.
“Last year’s Breaking the Silence
discussed some of the things students can
do to make more safe zones on campus.
One thing is to watch your language,”
said Sagan, who remembered
experiencing feelings of seclusion and
frustration during the 2003 Day of
Silence.
Colleen Flynn ’07, who participated
in this year’s Day of Silence, said she
thinks it is an important event that she
plans to partake in again next year. “I
think it’s not something that crosses

people’s minds a lot. There’s some
controversy about homosexual and
transgender issues because people aren’t
always open-minded. I did it because I
wanted to display my opinion on it,” she
said.
The event also included a roundtable
discussion about the violence and
harassment faced by LGBT people. “I
thought we had a good discussion this
year,” said Sagan. “I think overall, it
went real well,” she said of the Day of
Silence.
Like the Day of Silence,
S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
welcomes and
encourages the participation of
everyone, regardless of sex, sexual

orientation, or ethnicity. Viau cited “the
common mindset that no one should be
discriminated against because of their
sexual orientation” as being the club’s
unifying factor.
Many other institutions of higher
education used the Day of Silence to
undertake specific goals related to LGBT
rights. Students at the University of
Redlands in California presented a
proposal for a campus LGBT resource
center while those at the University of
Massachusetts—Amherst focused on
working for marriage equality.
More information about the Day of
Silence can be found by visiting
www.dayofsilence.org.

Lynch: English professor honored with Accinno award
continued from front page
surprised” when he heard he was the
winner, but at the same time “troubled.”
He knew that many of the finalists were
good friends of his. “I would have been
just as delighted if one of them had won,”
he said.
“I love writing and scholarship, but
teaching is at the center of my
professional life and always will be,”
said Lynch.
The recipient of the award was
chosen through an extensive process that
involved four steps.
First, students, faculty, staff and
alumni were asked to nominate
professors whom they felt demonstrated
the qualities listed above. A total of 273

nominations were received (69 from
students) nominating 105 different
professors.
The nominees were notified and, if
they chose, could continue the process
by submitting syllabi from two current
courses, examples of student work, an
essay, and student evaluations from two
classes.
Fifteen professors continued to this
stage and then three were chosen as
finalists.
Committee members then visited a
class to observe the professors and hear
feedback from the students. The TASC
observed one of Lynch’s Shakespeare
classes.
Finally, the committee reconvened to
determine the recipient. Lynch was

A Message from Computer Services

Why is the PC Internet so SLOW?
Virus activity on the student network has reached a critical point. Computers
which are infected are having an impact on ALL of us. They cause network
outages which lead to problems using the internet, email and instant messaging
programs such as AIM.

chosen and was formally awarded during
the spring faculty meeting on April 14.
He received a $6000 stipend and will be
honored again at Academic Convocation
in the fall.
Students who have taken Lynch’s
classes said they like his teaching style.
“He made students feel comfortable, like
they could express their ideas. He was
funny; he made the class light,” said
Lauren Bums ’07, who took his Intro to
Literature class.
“He’s a good teacher, and he knows
his material,” said John Owens ’07.
“He’s open-minded and willing to take
suggestions. I came up with a totally
new idea for a paper topic and he
accepted it.”
Next year, Lynch will take over as

director of the Liberal Arts Honors
Program. The current director, Dr.
Rodney Delasanta, will be stepping
down after 17 years.
The director oversees all aspects of
the program, including courses and
faculty, as well as recruiting students to
the program. The director makes phone
calls, talks to prospective students, and
is present at Family Day and orientation
to answer questions. In addition, Lynch
is one of the advisors for students in the
Honors Program. Dr. Michael Tkacik,
associate professor of Theology, will be
taking over as Associate Director of the
Honors Program.
The names of the current and past
recipient of the award can be found on a
plaque in Phillips Memorial Library.

**Attention Students**
Start Earning Cash Now!

If you do not have up to date anti-virus software installed on your computer
please go to the following internet address:
http://internal/it/helpdesk/ftpsite/virus.html

We strongly encourage you to install both of the tools available on this page.
The Stinger software will remove many of the most recent viruses. It is not
enough to run this alone. Please also install the McAfee anti virus software
version 7. Please note that if you have another anti virus package installed on
your computer you may have to remove it first before installing this new
version. We are happy to provide assistance installing and configuring this
software. Please call the Help Desk at extension 4357 (H-E-L-P) if you have
any questions. RESNET support is available Sunday - Thursday from 6:00 p.m.
until 10:00 p.m.

Work Part Time Now and Full Time in the Summer!

Must be at least 18 years of age. No experience
necessary.
Work as a Machine Operator or Shipper in a fast
paced automated environment producing bakery
products. Limited positions available.

> Potential to earn $14.15/hr, incentive pay
($12.35/hr. to start)!
> $1.00/hr. shift differential!
> We will work around your school schedule!
Check out our great summer program!!!
> Opportunity to qualify for an end of sum
mer bonus! (Average bonus of $400)
> Great schedules to choose from!
—3 Days Off Per Week!! (8 hour shifts)
-or— 4 Days Off Per Week!!

(10-12 hour shifts)

Gold Medal Bakery
1-800-642-7568 ext. 799
dparent@goldmedalbakery.com
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Lecture: PC students discuss experiences
continued from front page
Since the gene that causes dwarfism
was discovered in 1994, it has become
possible to screen fetuses for the
mutation that would cause them to be
dwarves. With this comes many
implications. Some parents may want
to abort a fetus that will not turn into a
perfectly healthy child. In the future, it
may be possible to “fix” the mutation.
While Keel is against abortion, she
says that she’s not necessarily against
“fixing” the fetus if the parents will be
extremely uncomfortable with the child.
But in general, she said, “Just leave it
alone.”
Both Keel and Curran emphasized
that they are really no different from
everyone else, just a little shorter. As
Kennedy noted, little people “enjoy
normal intelligence, normal life-spans,
and reasonably good health.”
Achondroplasia is caused by a
genetic mutation on a dominant gene; if
either parent donates the mutated gene,
the child will be bom with this condition.
For this reason, average-sized parents
can produce a dwarf, as is the case with
both Curran and Keel. The condition is
relatively rare: between 30,000 and
50,000 Americans are afflicted. About
4,000 of them are members of the LPA,
which holds a yearly, weeklong
convention.
Keel remembers her first LPA
convention as a strange experience. “I
didn’t even talk...I honestly thought I
was the only person like myself on the
face of the planet.”
Kennedy remembers a similar
experience. At his first meeting,
Kennedy was relieved to see happy adult
dwarves. He saw a hopeful future lying
ahead for his daughter.
Curran and Keel remember back to
their younger days, when elementary-

school classmates didn’t understand why
they didn’t look like the rest of the class.
They say that friends helped them
through the pointing and staring that they
put up with when they were young.
They still get some pointing and
staring, however. Keel said that it mainly
comes from young children, which she
can brush off because, as she put it,
“They just don’t understand.” Curran
doesn’t mind the children either, but says
it’s bothersome when parents are
uncomfortable as well. “Some people
act like we’re poisonous.”

We’re not any different. We
have normal lives, normal
dreams, normal aspirations.
We’re just shorter.
Linnea Keel ’07
TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl

Curran said that the transition to
college, leaving the people who she’d
grown up with and who accepted her
for who she was, was not an easy one.
“It was hard at first, and sometimes it
still is.” She said that often people
“don’t even know how to acknowledge
differences. They haven’t grown up
with it, so they don’t know how to deal
with it.”
Keel said that the transition wasn’t
terrible. She says that she has great
friends, which makes it easier.
Sometimes, she notes, the teachers have
a harder time dealing with her
differences than the students do.
Kennedy said that it is critical for
people to understand that dwarfism “is
an important part of who they are, but
not the most important part.” As Keel
said, “We’re not any different. We have
normal lives, normal dreams, normal
aspirations. We’re just shorter.”

Above (left to right): Linnea
Keel ’07, Becky Curran ’06,
and author Dan Kennedy were
part of a panel that discussed
dwarfism Wednesday, April 21
in Moore Hall. Keel has
pseudoachondroplasia, while
Curran has achondroplasia.
Right: Dan Kennedey authored
the book Little People: Seeing
the World Through My
Daughter’s Eyes, which
discusses his experiences as a
father of a Little Person. The
program, as well as a showing
of a documentary last week,
was sponsored by the Educa
tion Club.

World
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the

April 22,2004

PC perspective on terrorism
by

Pheobe Patterson ’07
World Staff

In an effort to dismantle the U.S. led
coalition in Iraq, a man identifying
himself as Osama bin Laden offered a
“truce” to European countries that do not
attack Muslims in an
audiotape broadcast
WORLD
Thursday, April 15, on
Arab satellite net
works.
The audiotape message stated “the
truce will begin when the last soldier
leaves our countries.” CIA officials said
that the audiotape appeared to be bin
Laden. Britain, Germany, and Italy
quickly rejected this attempt to weaken
U.S. alliances in the region. “I don’t
think we need Osama bin Laden to start
telling us how to handle our political
affairs,” British Prime Minister Tony
Blair said.
Kate Fales ’06 agrees with Blair. “I
think its important that governments
don’t oblige terrorists,” Fales said. “If
European countries withdraw troops, we
are giving the terrorists the power they
want and we are letting them call the
shots.”
While the majority of European
countries reject the truce, the March 11
attacks in Madrid that killed 191 people
have prompted debate about Spain’s role
in the war. After Spain’s Prime Minister,
Jose Maria Aznar, a strong advocate of
the war in Iraq, was voted out in general
elections three days after the attacks in
Madrid, incoming socialist Prime
Minister Jose Louis Rodriquez Zapatero
announced the withdrawal of Spain’s
1,300 troops from Iraq by June 30.
Honduras has followed Spain’s lead
primarily because their 350 soldiers are
under Spanish command.
“While the terrorist attack in Madrid
was tragic and devastating, I don’t think
their decision to pull out troops was
right, primarily because it is a victory
for terrorist,” Marcus DiNatale ’05 said.

“Pulling out troops is exactly what the
terrorists responsible for the Madrid
bombings wanted Spain to do.”
Cara Losapio ’06 disagrees. “Spain
has no obligation to be involved in the
war in Iraq in the first place,” Losapio
said. “Spain is simply acting in its own
best interest and must act to protect its
own people from future attacks.”
College Republicans President Tim
Shank deems Spain’s withdrawal of
troops detrimental to world peace.
“Although it may give them temporary
security, it is detrimental to Spain’s
security in the long run,” Shank said.
While the voice on the tape,
presumably bin Laden, offers truce to any
European country that stops “attacking
Muslims,” he excludes the U.S. from this
deal. In the audiotape, revenge is vowed
on the U.S. for the assassination of Sheik
Ahmed Yassin, the leader of the militant
Palestinian Hamas movement.
The speaker refers to the Madrid
bombing and the Sept. 11 attack on the
World Trade Center as examples of what
will happen to countries that do not
withdraw troops. “With bin Laden in
hiding and so many countries joined in
the war against terrorism, I don’t think al
Qaeda is capable another attack on the
U.S. as catastrophic as Sept. 11,” said
Amanda Aiello ’07. “The U.S.’s national
security is much stronger than it was
before Sept. 11 as seen by the
implementation of the Homeland Security
Department.”
Eric Morrison ’05 is more skeptical
than Aiello. “I think al Qaeda is capable
of doing a number of things in the U.S.,”
Morrison said, “While I don’t think Iraq
has weapons of mass destruction, I think
we can expect to see more terrorist
bombings like the one in Madrid.”
The speaker in the tape gives a threemonth deadline, starting April 15, for
countries to stop attacking Muslims.
Questions arise as to whether other
countries will follow withdraw troops
from Iraq if terrorist attacks continue in

Kathryn Treadway ’06
World Editor

Providence College political science
majors may be taking the wrong route if
they want a career in politics. Of late
there has been an interesting trend of
entertainers breaking
OPINION into the political arena
and of politicians
entering the field of
entertainment.
Former President Ronald Reagan, a
B-movie actor and one time president of
the Screen Actors Guild, has been the
best known example of entertainer
turned politician, that is, of course, until
recent years. In 1998 former pro
wrestler Jesse ‘The Body’ Ventura won
the election for Governor of Minnesota.
His victory was a huge upset, but his use
of the Internet to reach voters makes
some speculate that he is the first
candidate to win because of the World
Wide Web.
More recently, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger (R) challenged and
defeated Gray Davis in a recall election
for
governor
in
California.
Schwarzenegger’s highly publicized
victory makes what I see as a disturbing
trend in politics.
The reasons for Schwarzenegger’s
election elude me. Granted, his wife,
Maria Shriver, is related to a family that

Ask

PC
Would you vote for
former Minnesota Gov.
Jesse Ventura, a retired
pro wrestler, for Presi
dent in 2008?
“Yes because he seems to be a
fairly competent leader”
American Patriot Friends Network

Europe.
“If these attacks continue, countries
shouldn’t cower in the face of
terrorism,” DiNatale said. “Terrorist
attacks should serve as a mandate to
spend more money, time and resources
fighting terrorism.”
Despite Spain’s withdrawal from the
war, the Bush Administration continues
to stand behind its foreign policy and
continued military presence in Iraq
despite the rising death toll among
American soldiers and civilians, and the
kidnapping of Americans, including one
soldier.
“I think [countries pulling out
troops] will have no effect on the Bush
Administration’s foreign policy,
regrettably,” Robert Trudeau, chair of
the political science department said, “I
don’t think the Bush Administration will
listen to any signals from the
international community. They haven’t
yet on the whole.”
Spurred by the release of the
audiotape, the Administration voiced
concern about possible terrorist attacks
during the upcoming election cycle and
conventions.
Sources: New York Times, Reuters,
Associated Press, CNN

Fighting for the limelight
by

Page 7

is a political powerhouse, but does that candidate because it’s amusing or he/
in any way reflect Schwarzenegger’s she is famous does not lie in the nation’s
ability to govern the state of California? best interest. For those who honestly
My concern is that Americans are believe Ventura would be a good
carelessly throwing aside their most President or that Schwarzenegger was
precious right by voting for the most qualified to be California governor,
famous candidate rather than debating fulfill your patriotic duty as you will,
which candidate is better suited for the but there are those who simply vote for
position. And if this is so, is Jesse entertainers to make a mockery of the
Ventura’s desire for the 2008 Presidency system.
If the entertainment business has
a feasible one?
In late March, Ventura, a former Navy become a springboard to politics,
SEAL, announced his interest in the 2008 politics has become a springboard to the
Presidency. He commented that he entertainment industry as well. Hillary
wanted an option other than “Pepsi or Rodham Clinton converted her
Coke,” showing his disdain of both husband’s infidelity into profit with her
President George W. Bush and Sen. John best-selling book Living History which
Kerry (D- Mass). Ventura would run with garnered her an almost record breaking
no party backing. Due to his wife, Terry, advance of eight million dollars from
saying she would refuse to move into the Simon & Schuster.
White House if he won, Ventura will bide
Former California Governor Gray
his time before making a final decision Davis, who was defeated by
next year. Ventura just spent a semester Schwarzenegger, made his entrance into
as a visiting professor at Harvard where acting with a comic Yahoo commercial.
Harvard’s Institute of Politics director, He has hired an agent to manage his
Dan Glickman, referred to Ventura as “an budding career. If this recent trend
important historical force in American continues, theatre majors may want to
politics.”
consider taking political science classes
Idolizing actors and actresses and even and political science majors may want
pro-wrestlers has escalated to a new level. to consider trying out for the next
Although both politics and entertainment Blackfriars theatre production.
require the support and adoration of the
public for. success, the Presidency is a Sources: Boston Herald, USA Today,
prestigious office, one which represents politicsonline, com
America around the world. To vote for a

Neil Fortin ’06
“God no! Absolutely not—
because the office requires a
certain level of credibility and
I think he’s lacking in that
department”

Larisa Paul, McVinney Hall
Director

“No. Why would we want a
wrestler for a president? He
would wrestle to get things
done rather than actually get
them done”

Anne Martish
(The Icecream Lady)
Raymond Hall Dining Staff

“I can’t say right now because
I don’t know his opposition.
Who is best qualified is more
important.”

Laura Doner ’07

“No I wouldn’t. It is not
because he was a wrestler but
because I don’t think he
thinks deeply enough about
the issues, and what I am
looking for in a political
leader is someone who looks
deeply at the issues”

Dr. Sickenger, Director of
the Feinstein Institute of
Public Service

“No I wouldn’t. He ruined
my state”
Steve Dunbar ’05

“No because I don’t like what
he has done to Steve Dunbar”
(see above).
Pete Daley ’05
Complied by Kathryn Treadway ’06

World

8 The Cowl

Week in Review

April 22,2004
J
■J

Compiled by Matt Sullivan ’06
s-

LocalRIPTA Selects New Chairman
The board of the Rhode Island Public
Transportation Authority (RIPTA)
elected State Senator Daniel Connors
(D) to head RIPTA replacing Governor
Carcieri’s (D) appointee, businessman
Robert D. Batting Batting, who had
been serving as chairman since July, had
come under fire after proposing cutting
back RIPTA services such as the trolley
and bus routes with few passengers.
Among those proposed routes to be cut
was the 55 and 57 bus which service
Providence College.
Connors has been more supportive
of increasing money for public
transportation. However, RIPTA does

face a budget shortfall and will have to
address this problem in order to move out
of the red.

NationalPennsylvania Primary Heats Up
President George W. Bush stepped
into the contentious Pennsylvania
Republican Senate Primary on Monday
when he appeared at a fund-rasiser for
Sen. Areln Specter (R-PA). Specter, a
liberal Republican, is being challenged
in the primary by conservative
Congressman Pat Toomey (R-PA).
Specter, despite his differences with the
President on issues ranging from tax cuts
to abortion has received White House
support in his race to retain the seat he’s

held for the past 24 years. The White
House has a policy of supporting the
incumbent regardless of ideology.
Toomey, a fiscal and social
conservative who agrees with the
President on most issues, has received
the backing of many conservative groups
and leaders. A recent poll of likely voters
showed Specter leading Toomey 49
percent to 44 percent, the closest the race
has ever been.
InternationalTerrorist Leader Killed
On Saturday, the Israeli military
bombed a car carrying Dr. Abdel Aziz
Rantisi killing him and two bodyguards.
The attack came in response to a

Palestinian suicide bomber who had
killed four Israelis earlier in the day.
Rantisi was the leader of the Palestinian
terrorist organization Hamas for one
month taking office after former leader
Sheik Ahmed Yassin was killed by Israel.
The attack has led to protests from
Palestinians who are angered by the
killing, claiming it shows Israel is not
committed to Midde East peace. Israel
has also been criticized by the United
States, European, and Arab nations who
have condemned the attack. Israel has
said it will follow a policy of targeted
assassinations.
Sources: Providence Journal, Associated
Press, New York Times, Washington Post

college news Boston University revises administration
by

Andrew Blaylock ’05
World Staff

Boston University’s board of trustees
recently voted to pay 1.8 million dollars,
to incoming university president, Daniel
S. Goldin, to forgo his contract and
relinquish his position as the school’s
future president. Originally, Mr. Golden
was selected unanimously for the
school’s presidency in July, but the
board became concerned when Mr.
Goldin displayed a short temper and
mentioned his personal plans of
releasing all of the university’s senior
administrators. The board named Dr.
Aram V. Chobanian, who is currently
Dean of the Medical School, as interim
president. The search for a permanent
replacement will begin sometime in the
near future.
There were rumors of a struggle for
power between Goldin and board
members who were loyal to former
president Dr. John Silber. Goldin also
questioned financial associations some

Weekly

trustees had with the University and
suggested that they were conflicts of
interests between the board and the
University itself.
The loyalty of many board members
to former chancellor Silber is
understandable. He was school president
from 1971 to 1996 before becoming
chancellor. He transformed BU from a
well-regarded regional university into the
nation’s fourth largest private university.
Many observers of the changes at BU are
optimistic about the future impact of the
decisions. “This clears the way for the
selection of a new president who will
have limited to no concerns about the
problems of yesteryear,” said Sheldon
Steinbach, General Counsel for the
American Council on Education.
The board has also enacted several
administrative changes which include
term limits of 14 consecutive years for
board members. Previously, there were
no term limits in place. A new
requirement was also enacted that would
call for an outside review of the board

SpotlightDr.
by

Condolezza Rice

Sarah Long ’04

Worll Editor 2003-2004

Dr. Condoleezza Rice became the
first woman to be appointed assistant to
the president for national security
affairs, or national security advisor, on
Jan. 22,2001. Her experience in Soviet
relations has made her useful to
President George W. Bush, who had
little experience in international affairs
prior to his presidency.
Rice was born on Nov. Il, 1954 and
grew up in Birmingham, Al. at the
height of segregation. She believes
that her experience with racial
discrimination helped define who she is,
saying that she had to be “twice as good”
in order to succeed as a black person.
Her parents taught her that education
is the key to success, and she enrolled
at the University of Denver at age 15
and graduated cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in political science at
age 19. Here, she was inspired to study
Soviet relations while taking a course
with Czech refugee Josef Korbel, father
of former Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright.
She got her master’s at the Univer
sity of Notre Dame in 1975 and her
Ph.D. from the Graduate School of
International Studies at the University
of Denver in 1981.
She went on to become professor in
the Political Science Department at
Stanford University. She won the
Walter J. Gores Award for Excellence
in Teaching in 1984 and the School of
Humanities and Sciences Dean’s Award
for Distinguished Teaching in 1993. In

within at least three years. Between 40
and 50 percent of the board is expected
to be replaced within the next three years
due to the school’s new guidelines on
trustee term limits.
The school also adopted a new
conflict of interest policy after the school
received criticism for paying 30 million
dollars last year to companies and non
profit organizations in which the school’s
trustees were directly involved. Silber,
in a show of support for the board’s
actions, moved his office out of the
building where many of the university’s
top executives are located. This action
was meant to send the signal that Silber
no longer holds the influence over the
board and the school’s administrators.
The relocation of his office symbolizes
a new day in the top management of the
University.
Many experts believe that the new
changes implemented at the university
will reinforce to possible future
presidential candidates that they will be
allowed to leave their own mark on the

1999, she completed a six year tenure as
the University’s youngest and first female
provost, where she was responsible for a
$ 1.5 billion annual budget, 1,400 faculty
members, and 14,000 students.
Rice served as director, then senior
director of Soviet and Eastern European
affairs in the National Security Council
from 1989 to 1991, the key time in the
fall of the Soviet Union. She is credited
with helping to bring democratic reform
to Poland and other Soviet countries.
She served on the Federal Advisory
Committee on Gender-Integrated in the
Military in 1997, and serves on the boards
of directors for Chevron Corp, Charles
Schwab Corporation, The Hewlett
Foundation, and the University of Notre
Dame.
Rice is considered to be an expert on
Soviet and Eastern European affairs. She
has written and co-authored several

books, including Germany Unified and
Europe Transformed (1995), The
Gorbachev Era (1986), and Uncertain
Allegiances: The Soviet Union and the
Czechoslovak Army (1984). She has also
written many articles and addressed
audiences on Eastern Europe.
Rice has been more visible than some
previous national security advisors since
the attacks on Sept. 11. Though she is
admired for her uncompromising stance
with Soviet relations, critics say that she
has been a major force for unilateralism
in the Bush administration.
Yet she has done well defending
herself against critics. Many people
were impressed by her poise during the
interrogation at the Sept. 11 hearings last
week. “You don’t get to be a national
superstar by appearing before adoring
audiences,” said former Rep. Vin Weber
(R-Minn.). “You get to be a superstar
by doing what she did, which is going
before a tough group of potential critics.”
Dr. Rice credits her success to
determination and self-improvement.
Her life escapes generalizations,
overcoming racism as a child and
achieving so much at a young age. She
now works for an administration that
won only 10 percent of the black vote in
2000.
“My parents had me absolutely
convinced that, well, you may not be able
to have a hamburger at Woolworth’s, but
you can be President of the United
States,” she said in an interview with
Newsweek magazine.
Sources: Hoover Institute, BBC, New
York Times, www.whitehouse.gov

school without the shadow of former
president and chancellor, Silber. The
Board of Directors also voted Thursday
to name Alan Leventhal as the new
chairman of the board of directors. He
replaces Christopher Barreca, who is
stepping down due to health concerns.
The school’s trustees released a
statement in an attempt to reassure all
who are involved with the school. “The
Board of Trustees concurs that previous
presidential leaders will have no role in
the administration, governance, or
leadership of Boston University except
as specifically requested by the current
president or the board. Both Dr. Silber
and the trustees have agreed to observe
this understanding. It must be clearly
understood by the university community
and any perspective presidential
candidate that the president of the
university possesses, in fact and
appearance will have full authority to
lead the university.”
Sources: Associated Press, Boston
Globe, New York Times

Oddly
Enough
A pox on your administration?
Australian Prime Minister, John
Howard, may be uneasy until the next
federal election. His uneasiness comes
from an Aboriginal curse placed upon
him on Tuesday by an Aboriginal
woman.
The woman, known as Moopor,
pointed to a kangaroo bone, a traditional
curse among Aboriginals. The curse is
supposed to bring ill fortune and the
black magic is said to be strong enough
to cause death. Moopor, attired in
traditional Aboriginal garb of possum
skin and tribal makeup, was not allowed
to speak to the press in accordance with
the Aboriginal culture.
The curse came in response to
Howard’s dismissing the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission
(ATSIC) last week. Howard codemned
the ATSIC, an elected black body to
administer aboriginal affairs, as a failure.
A former head of the ATSIC said the
curse was a message to Howard to heed
black Australians.
Aborigine Geoff Clark said, “This
curse could go two ways, it could
enlighten him and lift a mental block
Howard has about indigenous
Australians or he could refuse to ignore
this message at his own peril and be put
under a curse until the next federal
election.” Howard is expected to call
an election later this year but has told
the press, “I will deal with the matter
calmly,” dismissing the curse.
Sources: Reuters
—Kathryn Treadway ’06
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Providence Students lose power in passivity
in danger of
losing relic
by

Chris Ackley ’06

Commentary Staff

by

Caitlin Ford ’05

Commentary Editor

PC students are generally known not to
travel far from campus. Louie’s, Clubbie’s
and PrimeTime are often the furthest we will
travel from our rooms on a weekend. The fact
that we like to stay close to
LOCAL home, however, should
MEWS make useven more sad that
a landmark right on our
doorstep is in danger of closing down.
The Castle Cinema provides one of the
most unique movie viewing experiences
available. The two downstairs theatres are
furnished with long tables and Lincoln navi
gator captain’s chairs. Patrons are able to or
der a full meal and have it brought to their
table while they watch the movie. This dis
tinctive experience is made even better be
cause the food is exceptional. It is provided
by Crazy Burger, a restaurant founded in
Narragansett, which has lent its name, man
agement, and menu to the Castle.
The Castle Cinema also plays great mov
ies. While it shows movies a cycle late, it
often features independent or otherwise ex
perimental films, which do not remain in the
average theatre for an extended period of
time, if at all. This allows viewers to watch
movies they may not have had the opportu
nity to see elsewhere, and it exposes audi
ences to new filmmaker and production
styles.
The Castle is also one of the few privately
owned movie theatres left in Rhode Island.
While I could complete this article by ex
pounding the evils of huge corporations and
the necessity of supporting small business
owners in our economy, I will try to remain
focused. According to a press release, co
owner Larry Gemma stated, “The giant
megaplexes have made it impossible for com
munity based theatres to compete.” Giant
megaplexes, like the-National Amusements
Cinema 16 at the Providence Place Mall, pro
vide the best reasons to forgo the national
chain theatres in favor of those that are inde
pendently owned. However, the Castle Cin
ema is cleaner than the theatre in Providence
Place, as well as cheaper. For students, mov
ies are $4.95, as compared to the nine dollars
one pays at a huge theatre like National
Amusements. Furthermore, patrons are able
to eat a full meal at the Castle for the same
price as a popcorn and drink at any other cin
ema. With these facts in mind, the decision
should seem much more clear.
The Castle Cinema is an 80-year-old
building; a movie theatre since the artform’s
arrival in popular culture in the 1920s. Be
cause of the age of the structure the owners
have not been able to profit from the Castle
Cinema venture, in spite of the 40,000 cus
tomers it took in last year. As I write this ar
ticle, the owners of the Castle Cinema are
trying desperately to save the building, even
if they cannot save it as a business. They have
reduced the schedule to weekends only, and
Monday, Apr. 19 a meeting was held to brain
storm ideas. Also, they have written to the
mayor’s office to ask for support.
Unless something is done, the last show
at the Castle Cinema will take place on Sat
urday, Apr. 24.1 urge all PC students to go to
the Castle this weekend to show support for
this community attraction. The theatre is lo
cated at 1039 Chalkstone Ave., and can eas
ily be reached by car or foot. You will not
only support a great cause by attending a
movie at the Castle, but you will also have a
wonderful night, and experience something
a little more extraordinary than the average
night at the bar.

What is it about the first weekend
of spring that gets people so riled up?
Is it just the warm weather? Is it the
interaction between students that ac
tually makes us feel
like we live in a
community? Is it the
fact that I can wear
my board shorts somewhere else be
sides in the shower? I think these are
all part of a greater truth - we are lib
erated.
After unhealthy doses of our dorm
rooms, bitter cold, and darkness, we
are finally ready to live again. The long
winter can often make us apathetic and
docile. We walk around campus with
only our warm destination in mind.
Our heads are bowed to the ground,
and it is literally painful to say hello to
another person. Instead, we MapQuest
our trips from Aquinas to Harkins to
ensure efficiency and communicate
almost exclusively through head nods
and clever away messages. In the pro
cess we forget two very important
things:
We all go to Providence College.
This is our school.
This weekend, clusters of students
littered the quad like it was Hampton
Beach. Footballs, Frisbees and base
balls whizzed over the heads of sun
bathing beauties. I even saw that a high
rollers game of No-Limit Texas Hold
‘Em (usually located in the bowels of
McDermott) had moved outside - card
table and all. And fittingly, Bob Marley
blared through at least one window. I
could not help but compare this scene
to the lifelessness of only weeks ago.
We took over any and every available
space. Emancipated from mental sla
very, we reclaimed this land as our

own.
This newfound feeling of ownership
and collective empowerment led to
experimentation with another emotion
lost during the winter months: rebel
lion.
Because there were so many people
on the quad, Slavin lawn and the library
grass (and, to the credit of the Intramu
ral Athletic Board [IAB] office, intra
mural softball games being played on
Hendricken) I joined a game of wiffleball on Rev. Philip A. Smith’s, O.P.
lawn, across the street from the chapel.
Soon after we started playing, PC se
curity arrived on the scene. We were
told to leave. Seeing nothing wrong
with what we were doing and receiv
ing no further explanation from the se
curity guard who immediately pedaled
away, we held our ground and kept
playing.
Ten minutes later the same security
guard came back and told us that Fr.
Smith had made a second call to the
security office asking them to break up
the game and move us off the lawn. He
was clearly very apologetic about ask
ing us to leave, and because he under
stood the nature of the situation, we
were also apologetic in defying his au
thority. I am sorry, but until we were
given a legitimate reason for being
kicked off a lawn that our money funds
and maintains, game on. We offered to
speak to Fr. Smith about the matter and
the security officer told us that would
not be possible. But if there was an
other complaint his supervisor would
have to be called in and we would prob
ably have to go see Fr. Smith. This
made so much sense that I think I swal
lowed my wisdom teeth.
The message that these strange cir
cumstances sent to me is that our ad
ministration is only interested in disci
pline, not discussion. Every day we

willingly sacrifice basic rights that we,
as students, deserve. I have never heard
a good reason why. This goes way be
yond wiffle-ball, but if we cannot co
operatively settle a simple issue like
this one (although the lack of green
space on campus right now is an issue)
how can we even think about coming
together to discuss larger topics?

t

The message that these strange
circumstances sent to me is
that our administration is only
interested in discipline, not
discussion.
The facts are out there. We attend
one of the least ethnically diverse
schools in the nation. Hopefully you
have been noticing the leaflets distrib
uted throughout the dorms. We do not
have the right to post freely around
campus. As I have said before, we are
kicked out of trees. Many clubs on
campus feel pressure to conform to the
expectations of the administration. We
can’t even truly speak our mind in this
paper. If, for any reason, the adminis
tration does not feel an article is ap
propriate for the paper, it will not make
it to print.
Why?
The issues that I mentioned above
are all important, but how you feel
about them is not relevant. That you
feel about them is. No matter what stan
dards are set, they should be the will of
the student body. Passivity is the worst
mistake we can make, because when
we do not care, we defer a wealth of
power. Use the momentum from this
warm weather, challenge yourself to
take a stand, and take back our cam
pus. We all go to Providence College.
This is our school. Without us, it really
does not work.

Study Abroad: it’s all about the money
New fees make international study even more difficult
by

Leslie Nevola ’06

Commentary Staff

Class of 2007, listen up. Planning
on spending a semester studying
abroad during your junior year? Per
haps you want to study overseas for
the entire year. Either
STUDY way, prepare yourself
ABROAD for an uphill battle.
Unfortunately, it is
relatively well-known to current Provi
dence College students that the study
abroad program at PC leaves much to
be desired. Scholarships do not trans
fer when going abroad, and if one
wants to study for a semester, a full
year’s worth of room and board must
be paid. Those are just a couple of the
program’s problems.
Now, as if the current obstructions
were not enough, PC has decided to
change their system - but not in the
way it needs to be changed. Though
no decision has yet been reached, there
has been discussion about issuing a
$5,000 up-front fee to all students
wishing to go abroad. Whatever num
ber is decided upon, a new preliminary
fee of some value will probably be
imposed. It’s true; PC is planning to
set up yet another roadblock for stu
dents who want to expand their edu
cation-outside of PC campus borders.
So, the burning question remains:
why? Why does Providence College

want to make it so difficult to study
abroad? This columnist’s answer:
money. It all comes down to the green
stuff, my friends. First of all, if PC al
lows students to use their scholarship
money while studying abroad, they
consider it a loss on their part, because
though the student is not participating
in or utilizing PC classes, faculty, or
other amenities, the College would still
be giving the student money towards
his education. PC sees this as paying a
person to study somewhere else.
Money is the driving force behind
the College’s apparent desire to keep
students from leaving the campus and
studying abroad in general. If a student
does so, the college loses that student’s
tuition and book money - money that
is instead spent in Paris, Dublin, or
somewhere comparable. This is money
that the college expects to receive when
a student is accepted and decides to at
tend PC for four years. The College es
sentially depends on the funds each stu
dent assures the college during his en
tire stay at PC. Thus, it is safe to say
that the college’s attempts to curb the
amount of students who study abroad
are all pretty much a result of “the
money issue.”
But PC is looking far too shallowly
into the future. They see a student
studying abroad as an immediate finan
cial loss, and fail to see the vast long
term value to the college of spreading

its name around the world through stu
dents. PC is obsessed with its image,
as every student can attest to after wit
nessing this year’s Family Day, as well
as the recent changes made to the PC
web site, gearing it more toward pro
spective students. But the College does
not realize that students who study
abroad are the ultimate advertisement
for the school! When these interna
tional universities accept students from
PC to study on their campuses, they
keep in mind where they are from, and
they witness the quality of the work
they do. PC students are great students;
otherwise, they would not be here. PC
students who study abroad communi
cate the quality of a PC education to
the world - they are Providence
College’s true ambassadors.
No matter how hard PC tries, it can
not and will not find a better way to
advertise for the school than by send
ing more students to study abroad; not
to mention the valuable ties to presti
gious international universities that an
extensive study abroad program would
provide the College. Yes, changes must
be made to the current program, but not
in an attempt to lower the number of
students able to go abroad. If PC does
not do something soon to make it easier
for its students to study abroad, the
College will face the prospect of los
ing more than just money.
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Letters to the Editor
Donnie McGrath innocent until proven guilty
If the case against Donnie McGrath
is confirmed as an assault case, the Col
lege can demonstrate it’s integrity by
distancing itself from this individual and
separating itself from Mr. McGrath. That

means dismissing this young man from
the College. Before then, all people are
innocent until found guilty.
Corrington Hwong ’68

A goodbye to the 2003-2004 Cowl
Being a fan of Big East Sports, I wish
to congratulate the University of
Connecticut both Men’s and Women’s
Basketball teams for winning their
respective NCAA Tournaments. They
apparently digested the correct foods that
enhanced their talents and stamina on the
basketball court.
Dussell P. Remoe enjoyed reading
every word in the Apr. 1 issue of The
Scowl. We should all laugh at ourselves
more frequently in this imperfect world
we live in. He is looking forward to
eating mayonnaise casserole next fall.
I enjoyed reading all 2003-2004
issues of The Cowl. You did an excellent
job. I wish all members of The Cowl staff
a happy and safe summer. I will miss the

commentary of Senior Commentary
Staff Stephanie Pietros ’04 in the future
editions of The Cowl. Ms. Pietros is one
of my favorite writers. She is the
personification of excellence in The
Cowl Commentary. I am pushing 80, and
hopefully will still be walking on top of
the ground to read 2004-2005 editions
of The Cowl. Thanks for publishing my
letters. I estimate to have had 102
published. Watch your back as terrorism
(remember Fallujah) is still with us.
Support our military and God bless
America. Keep your fingers crossed after
Jun. 30 in Iraq.

In the recent fast food chain race to be most
health-concious, Subway once again goes too far.

Russel P. Demoe ’73

bv Dustin Kahoud ’04

Alumni had say m AACSB accredidation
Perhaps the alumni should be cited
along with those mentioned in Stephanie
Pietros’ recent article discussing the cre
ation of a Division of Business (March
25).
When I was on the National Alumni
Board in the spring of 2001, we had a
small delegation of alumni leaders meet
with Academic Vice President Dr. Tho
mas Canavan. We suggested that Provi
dence would benefit by seeking accredi
tation from the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business. Dr.
Canavan was receptive to our view and
acknowledged the importance of re
searching the requirements to consider
this for PC. Since that time, Dr. Canavan
has worked very diligently to do the nec
essary prep work leading to the recent
approval by the Trustees for a Division
of Business.
AACSB continues to be the standard
for business education among universi
ties and a voice in encouraging curricu
lum priority on business ethics and so
cial responsibility. In recent years, many
private colleges have sought AACSB
accreditation as a means to meet the
same standards as large state universi
ties and the Ivy League. A review of the

endowments of AACSB schools indi
cates that the credential is a magnet for
attracting investment from the corporate
sector.
Ms. Pietros’ article questions why
there is a need for a unified business dept.
Having been a marketing product man
ager and currently a consultant for sev
eral leading financial services compa
nies, I routinely see the need for inte
grated management of business disci
plines.
Truly Western Civ and the College’s
many fine liberal arts programs are dis
tinguishing assets of which we are very
proud of and which have served our
alumni and students well. Achieving
AACSB status will help attract top stu
dents, faculty, and employers to PC.
There really is no reason why we can
not be excellent at both liberal arts and
business education. Starting a Division
of Business and beginning the steps to
wards AACSB accreditation is an impor
tant opportunity to further advance
Providence College’s academic reputa
tion.
Kenneth G. Kraetzer ’79

Corrections and Amplifications:
Due to technological difficulties, a part of Stephanie Pietros’ article
appearing on page 11 of The Cowl was left out The article was titled
“Trustee bureaucracy in new business program?” and was the second
installment of a two part series.
We apologize to any faculty or staff members who were misquoted due to
the error, and to Stephanie for the oversight
The full article is now available online at www.TheCowl.com.
Please view it there to get the full story.
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Gay marriage against natural law
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editor’s note (more than a disclaimer)
clarifying this issue. This is a prime
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Matt Rand (in the Apr. 2 issue) is say
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Catholic plan. To that end, nature and
God both intend that children be the fruit
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united in a stable, faithful relationship.
Whatever might attempt to separate
marriage from sexual intimacy and par
enthood subverts this plan and runs con
trary to both nature and Sacred Scrip
ture, not just the teachings of the Catho
lic Church. To assert a “civil right” of
marriage for same-sex couples is, among
other things, to sacrifice the rights and
best interests of children to a distortion
of what both nature and God intend. The
moral teachings of the Church do not
oblige what is foreign to human nature,
but rather they guard and fulfill our na
ture. To attempt to redefine the essence
and purpose of sex, marriage and fam
ily life offends against both human na
ture and God.
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munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
Editor are the opinions of the writer only

and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202,_ submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
G05. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per
year by mail. Student subscription is
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE

CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO I THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence,
Rhode Island 02918.

The Cowl

Arts and

Entertainment

Page 11

April 22,2004

Out of Africa
This week Brown held its first annual African Film Festival
and introduced Providence to the world ofAfrican culture
by

Stephanie A. Smith
A&E Editor

There is so much more to do
in the city of Providence than
we realize. All too often I find
myself spending a free hour in
. the Providence
EVENTS Place Mall inREV1EW; stead of venturing beyond
that familiar stretch in the road
and seeing what else there is
do.
Therefore, as I
feeling exploratory
on Saturday, I went
to a movie theater
other than the one
at the mall. This
week, Cable Car
Cinema hosted
Brown Univer
sity’s First An
nual African
Film Festival
I enjoyed an entirely
different experience
from the usual un
inspired flick that caters
to kids in high school
with nothing else to do on a
Friday night.
The event that I attended was
a collection of short films and
the three I saw were Rapbizz,
Petite luminere and Alex’s
Wedding. Knowing absolutely
nothing about the films as I
entered the theater, I was
surprised when I realized they
were all in French (with
subtitles, obviously) and were
not filmed by Brown students,
but rather by professors and
advisors. Rapbizz is set in
France, while Petite and
Wedding are set in are Senegal
and Cameroon, respectively. All
three explore what life is like on
the continent of Africa, how it
is so different from and, what is
more, so similar to our
American culture.
Rapbizz follows an aspiring
rapper named Tony who is
trying to make it in the French
music industry. His friends are
telling him to give up the dream,
but he persists. A lot of shady
characters approach Tony and
try to scare him away from
rapping but they don’t faze him.
On the other hand, the intensity
of the film was very clear to me.
The producers that Tony works
with are aggressive and many
arguments that resemble
Eminem-esque rap battles take
place. During the film the
characters constantly burst into
song, I mean rhyme. This is all
very appropriate, though, since
the film stars French rap
sensations Stomy Bugsy and
Princess Erika. Benny Malapa,
the director, did an excellent job
creating tension between the
characters as the camera
constantly swung around,
sometimes violently. There is an

anxious intensity that captures
Tony’s desperate attempts at rap
stardom. And (this is the best
part) at the end of the film for
about five solid minutes the
camera follows this random guy
doing a trippy dance on the
sidewalk. He has an excellent
sense of rhythm and although he
seems disconnected from the
rest of the plot, he adds a little
something to its conclusion.
Petite luminere is the 15
minute stream of consciousness
from a little girl, Fatima, who
is trying to figure out if “things”
really exist. It’s kind of like
going to a Civ philosophy
lecture taught by a ten-year-old.
Or like reading Plato’s

childhood journal.
It’s
lighthearted, and at times very
funny. Its creator, Alain Gomis,
makes the film philosophical
without being intimidating.
Fatima’s sister, at one point,
beckons to her and Fatima
replies that she does not exist
and so her sister can’t tell her
what to do. Although brief,
Petite is a thoughtful look into
a type of childhood curiosity
that we may have forgotten.
Noticing how a refrigerator
light is only on when the fridge
is open might be something that
we overlook, but its wonder
ment is not lost on Fatima.
My favorite and perhaps the
most powerful short film was

Alex’s Wedding. It is the
documentary of a man named
Alex who is getting married to
his second wife. Filmmaker
Jean Marie Teno follows Alex
and his family as they welcome
Josephine into their home. His
first wife, Elise, has been
married to Alex for 18 years and
has had six children. Alex’s goal
is to have 20 children. Now,
Elise must share her husband
with another woman. The film
chronicles how a polygamist
wedding is held, and the
traditions that are associated
with it. The Catholic Church
does not permit polygamy, so
the ceremony has to be held in
the family’s home.

Alex’s Wedding is incredibly
powerful because Teno does not
shy away from showing the
intense emotions that weigh
heavily in the air during the
ceremony. Elise is understandably jealous of the new
wife and Josephine herself is
admittedly upset. She repeats
that she is happy (“there are no
words to express my joy...”)
but that leaving her family is
hard. Elise tells her bluntly she
should have refused the mar
riage. The cultural practice of
polygamy is relatively prom
inent in countries like Came
roon, but as Teno points out so
clearly, it leaves many families
filled with unspoken competi
tion and many women feeling
that they were never special
enough to have a husband, or a
family, of their own.
The eclectic group of films
that were shown
during the short
films segment of the
Festival seemed to
have
nothing
in
common.
Hip-hop,
poly-gamy
and
metaphysics appear to be the
most uncon-nected mix of
themes one could possibly
clump together. Upon closer
inspection, however, they not
only all offer a window into
African culture, but also into
humanity as a whole. Hip-hop
is one of the fastest growing
genres of music in the business
today. What was once the most
underground of music styles is
now becoming (much to the
chagrin of its biggest fans)
almost mainstream. Polygamy
could be discussed as an issue
of human rights versus cultural
traditions. Is this practice
actually wrong or simply unjust
in the eyes of our Catholic
tradition? Alex’s Wedding
raises these kinds of questions.
And little Fatima, with her
burning questions about the
world, could be any of us. Her
inquiries are not exclusive to
life in Africa; rather they are
about life in general.
Attending Brown’s African
Film Festival was an eye
opening cultural experience, for
sure, and also an opportunity to
seize what our city has to offer.
Because there are so many
colleges and universities in the
area, Providence is very geared
toward students. The African
Film Festival is just one of the
many events that are held in
order to enhance our Providence
experience and broaden our
horizons. This is not to say that
I will be ceasing my mall
activities, but rather that
perhaps in the future a lazy
afternoon may turn into
something that is anything but.
GRADE: B

Arts & Entertainment

12 The Cowl

April 22,2004

Urban Elements
Less Money, Mo’ Jesus
Forget the recent rise ofcrime in the rap world, Ma$e
proves that prayer and good works are where it’s at
by Joe

Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff

-1

Big Fish

Directed by Tim Burton
This is, aside from the brilliant Lost
in Translation, the best movie I’ve
seen in a long time. At the heart
of the movie is the tension be
tween a dying father and his son,
who only knows his father through
the exaggerated stories told'to him
as a child. Eventually, the son
looks past the tall tales and real
izes his father truly is his hero.
Ewan McGregor and Albert
Finney are incredible as young
and old Ed Bloom while Burton’s
direction brings these stories to
life, culminating in an incredibly
moving final scene.

The Who

Quadrophenia
MCA

Dwelling in the shadows of clas
sic rock staple Who’s Next and
fellow rock opera Tommy, this is
Pete Townshend’s masterwork.
Musically, the band is at its height,
propelled by Roger Daltrey’s pow
erful vocals with Keith Moon’s fu
rious drumming driving each song
to the limit. The songs on
Quadrophenia deal with growing
up, finding one’s place in the
world, and rinding love. The re
sult is the best record The Who
ever made, a record that I wish I
had when I was fifteen.

House of Leaves
By Mark Z. Danielewski

House of Leaves is a book that
expands beyond its physical cover
into the rest of the world.
Danielewski draws upon pop cul
ture, literary theory, history, film,
and numerous other elements to
create one of the most inventive
and involving books I’ve ever
read. The text of the book doesn't
always flow left to right; instead,
Danielewski uses the physical ar
rangement and presentation of
the text as another method to en-,
gage his reader. The more time 1/
spend trying to link everything to
gether the further I allow myself
to become drawn into Danielewski’s bizarre world.

Say what you want, but Mason
Betha—the legendary Ma$e—was one
of the most influential rappers of the late
nineties.
Sure, besides his monotone lisp and
his relationship with P. Diddy, he didn’t
have much going for himself. He was a
weak rapper—both of his albums,
Harlem World and Double Up, sucked.
He dressed up in shiny suits and danced
around like a fool in his videos. He got
shot out of a cannon in the video for his
group Harlem World. He even rapped on
“Take Me There” from the Rugrats
soundtrack.
So how was Ma$e so influential?
Obviously, it wasn’t his mic skill.
Ma$e’s influence lies in the fact that he
created the blueprint for “the cheesy rap
single”. Ma$e perfected the bouncy rap
song with a catchy R&B hook and
catapulted himself to the top of the
charts. Just think of all of Ma$e’s chart
toppers: “Lookin’ At Me,” “Feel So
Good,” and “Horse & Carriage” with
Cam’ron. Plus his classics with P. Diddy,
“Mo’ Money, Mo’ Problems” and “Can’t
Nobody Hold Me Down.” At the time,
Ma$e’s hits just seemed like another
annoying song on the radio. Yet now,
nearly every rap station across the
country plays songs that fit the mold that
Ma$e established. I mean, how would
Ja Rule or Nelly ever have become
popular if it wasn’t for Ma$e and his
juvenile raps?
The other day I was listening to the
radio and was lucky enough to hear
Ma$e’s “Lookin At Me.” It got me
thinking: where is Ma$e now? After all
of his hits and influence on popular hip
hop music, what’s he doing with his life?
I know he gave up the rap game in order
“to find God,” but did he ever find Him?
I guess so.
Ma$e has now become Dr. Mason
Betha, Pastor and founder of S.A.N.E.
Church International and Mason Betha
Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia.
According to Pastor Betha’s website
(www.masonbetha.org), the artist
formally known as Ma$e is a changed
man: “With mercy and truth bound
around his neck and written on his heart,
he operates daily in a divine anointing
to pastor a new generation of souls, who
many thought were lost eternally.” The
website even claims that “in the
beginning, God appointed Mason D.
Betha to lead His future generations.” I
wonder what He had in store for P.
Diddy.
Quick recap: Ma$e is a pastor. At a
church. And people go to this church.
What’s this church all about, you
might be asking? Well, S.A.N.E. Church
International is a nondenominational
church founded on biblical principles by
Pastor Ma$e, “in exact and instant
obedience to God.” The Church’s
mission states that five words have been
written on Pastor Ma$e’s heart by God:
loving, commited, intimate, applicable,
and powerful. With these words, Pastor
Ma$e will be able to edify God’s people
and the Church, the website claims. I
guess that means no more scantily clad
strippers and bottles of Courvoisier.
Sure, Ma$e can concoct a cheesy rap
single, but can he really bring together
all of God’s people?
In addition to the S.A.N.E. Church,
Pastor Ma$e also has MBM - Mason
Betha Ministries. MBM, it’s website
states, is the Evangelistic Outreach
Ministry of S.A.N.E. Church,
orchestrated by God via Pastor Ma$e.

BAD BOY

I want YOU to have salvation'. Ma$e has put down the mic in order to follow
his calling as a minister, founding the S.A.N.E Church International and
Mason Betha Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia. Once known for being
P. Diddy’s (when he was Puff Daddy) protege, he now seeks to edify
God’s people and the Church.
MBM aims at saving the endangered
nations of people by taking the Word of
God to “undesirable places.” MBM
ministers not only to “the prominent yet
spiritually depleted corporate executive,
but also to ‘the drug addict,’ ‘the drunk,’
‘the gangbanger,’ and ‘the homeless.’ I
think Pastor Ma$e may have been
thinking about his former Bad Boy
entourage when he decided whom to
preach his message to.

So, Ma$e the rapper has become
Ma$e the pastor—a fairy tale ending.
The rapper who was once the only man
bold enough to spell his name with a
dollar sign has given up P. Diddy in favor
of God and raps in favor of Biblical
verses.
For some reason—and I might be
going out on a limb here—I have a
feeling Ma$e’s rap legacy might not be
outshined by his service as Pastor Ma$e.
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Taste of the Town
with Kelly Mack 04
A&E Editor 2003-2004

,

fortune cookies with your meal (though
unfortunately the restaurant doesn’t
guarantee that “You have a reputation for
being honest and insightful”).

Little Chopsticks
495 Smith St, Providence
(401) 351-4290

All Chinese restaurants are the same,
right? I mean, really, you can get lo mein
anywhere. If you’ve thought this,
though, obviously you haven’t been to
Little Chopsticks, the standout just down
the street from home. And it’s a good
thing it’s so close—this restaurant
doesn’t deliver. And why would you
waste your time getting out of the dorm
when you could just order in? For
starters, the owner, Ming Tsong Lin, will
greet you with a friendly “Hello!” might
ask you about your favorite author, and
then quote T.S. Eliot to you. Oh, and the
food is good too.
Atmosphere: Little Chopsticks doesn’t
look like much from the outside, nestled
between old triple-decker houses on
Smith Street. When you walk in, and
once you absorb the entertaining
character of the owner at the front desk,
you’ll find a simple interior decorated
with plants lining the windows. There
are rows of booths that fit four people
comfortably and a section enclosed in
glass with small tables. Asian art hangs
in the dining area, competing for wall
space with kids’ drawings in the lobby.
While there isn’t much to see, the
restaurant is clean and inviting.

Selection: The menu is fairly extensive,
with appetizers such as crab rangoon
(which is very good, with a rich creamy
filling inside soft pockets with crispy
edges) and sides like fried rice (which is
available with pork, chicken, or beef and
is very tasty, made with brown rice and
eggs—believe me, I’ve had a lot of fried
rice, and this is one of my favorites).

Service: The takeout service is good,
with the shortest amount of time possible
between placing your order and walking
out with it (and calling ahead if you know
what you want pretty much guarantees
a quick pick up). The owner will make
good conversation while you’re waiting,
unless there’s a Red Sox game on, in
which case you’ll have to watch with
him. If you’re dining in, the service is
also good but low-key—you place your
order right away and your water glass
probably won’t ever be empty, but you
might have to wave someone over for
the check.

STEPHANIE SMITH ’06/The Cowl

There is a separate lunch menu that
offers combinations of an entree, fried
rice, and an eggroll, the three of which
fill your plate, and I mean fill—sticking
your fork in will send rice spilling off
the side, so be careful. The lunch entrees
include dishes like sweet and sour
chicken (crispy fried chicken covered in
a sweet yet tangy red sauce), hunan
chicken (plain strips of chicken covered
in a spicier brown sauce with broccoli
mixed in), and General Tso’s chicken
(bits of chicken, deep fried and then
covered in a sweet and spicy sauce—but
beware of the little hot peppers, they’ll
knock you for a loop), but there are about
20 dishes to choose from. The dinner
menu is similar, but with larger portions
and no sides (you order them separately),
and is arranged by type—chicken, beef,

pork, vegetable. The beef with peapod
dinner is delicious, covered in a rich yet
light brothy sauce (and the peapods are
still crisp, not soggy). The lo mein is
also tasty and substantial, with its flavors
blending together well. Beware when
adding meat to it, though, the pieces can
be small.

Quality: The portions are hefty and
there is only one size, so if you like to
order just for yourself you can count on
leftovers for at least a couple of days (and
if you’d rather split meals, there’s plenty
for two people). The food is always
served hot from the kitchen, and you can
even get home with still-steaming
takeout—it’s always a plus not having
to reheat before you’ve even eaten.
You’ll also get plenty of tri-colored

Affordability: The prices at Little
Chopsticks are pretty hard to beat.
Lunch specials are about $5.00 for a full
plate of your entree, a heaping pile of
fried rice, and an eggroll. Since the
portions are so large, the rest of the menu
is priced well too, with most dishes
costing around $7.00 or $8.00. If you
plan on splitting dishes, two people could
eat very well for about $20.00 (or even
less for lunch).
Overall: Little Chopsticks is a highquality Chinese restaurant. While you
won’t find fancy raw sushi dishes or a
black lacquer and bamboo luxe interior,
the food is always satisfying, the
atmosphere is laid back, and the prices
are practically a steal. While it won’t
replace the late-night delivery in your
routine, Little Chopsticks might
convince you to add a new routine of
heading out for Chinese.
GRADE: A-

Good News for people who love rock
by Dan Devine ’04
A&E Staff 2000-2004

Modest Mouse
Good News For People Who Love Bad
News
Epic Records

Modest Mouse frontman Isaac Brock
is a pretty interesting guy. This is a guy
whose best, most honest song (“3rd
Planet” from 2000’s The Moon and
. Antarctica) kicks off
MUSIC by talking about
REVIEW | stabbing people in
the back (“I got this
one thing I consider my only art / it’s
f***ing people over”). This is a guy who
slams commercialist culture (see “Teeth
Like God’s Shoeshine” from 1997’s The
Lonesome Crowded West), then licenses
his songs for use in Nissan and Miller
Genuine Draft commercials.
His voice, so cockeyed, always
sounding like he’s got all the answers,
can also turn a particularly withering
lyric (for example, “Every time you think
you’re talking, you’re just moving your
mouth,” from Lonesome's “Cowboy
Dan”) directly at itself, bringing the
singer down to street level with the rest
of us bums.
A lot to chew on, right? And this is
setting aside the street fight in Chicago.
And the rape accusation (subsequently

withdrawn) in Seattle. And the DUI jail
time in Oregon.
Like I said: pretty interesting.
Fortunately, this pretty interesting guy
makes really interesting music. With
Good News For People Who Love Bad
News, Brock and company build on the
sonic expansion of The Moon and
Antarctica while continuing to walk the
fine lyrical line between heart-stapledon-sleeve honesty and cards-close-tovest obtuseness that have launched a
million different interpretations over the
last ten years.
Brock revisits familiar themes of
personal dislocation (“The Devil’s
Workday”), the lack of solutions in
technology (“The View”), and the
vapidity of modem culture (“Blame It
on the Tetons”) on Good News, and his
insights into our world’s faults are as
sharp as ever, affirming his status as one
of only a few modem rock songwriters
capable of making you think, bang your
head, and tap your foot. Those songs
are all fine, and if that’s all Good News
was, it would still be a decent record.
What makes it so damn impressive is that
those things are just the building blocks.
As a writer, Brock faces up to an
awful lot on Good News, doing so with
a maturity that shouldn’t surprise the
initiated, but still somehow does. On
“Ocean Breathes Salty,” he deals with
the big empty space to which we hip

EPIC

young free-thinkers have to turn when
forced to reconcile our lack of religious
belief with the deaths of friends and
family. Unlike most of us, Brock stays
true to what he has espoused thus far,
for better or for worse (“And maybe
we’ll get lucky and we’ll both live again
/ well, I don’t know, I don’t know, I don’t
know /1 don’t think so”), and the lack of
available comfort makes one of the
album’s most poignant statements.
And yet, in the face of such sobering
realizations, something amazing
happens on Good News: we’re given
hope. Opener “The World At Large”
kicks off the album with one of Brock’s
trademark kiss-offs (“I know that starting
over’s not what life is about / but my
thoughts were so loud I couldn’t hear my
mouth”), but follows that comment on
analytical paralysis with a gorgeous
bargain-basement orchestral swell;

interweaving piano, mellotron, guitar,
drums, an odd Celtic-sounding whistle
figure, and “ba-ba-ba” vocal parts lend
an almost pastoral feel to the end of the
song that puts us at peace. If Gran
daddy’s Jason Lytle is “okay with [his]
decay,” as he sang on Sumday, then
Brock has done him one better, deciding
that it’s not just okay, but an uplifting
source of joy.
That sense of joy carries over to
“Float On,” the album’s first single. New
drummer Benjamin Weikel determinedly
stomps his bass drum cadence, laying the
groundwork for some excellent guitar
interplay between Brock and Dann
Gallucci; it sounds like The Edge
recorded with Cody ChesnuTT for a
night, and the guys from Interpol
remixed it. Brock’s sense of humor, far
less dry and sarcastic than usual, shines
through the song, and its central theme
of perseverance strikes a particular chord
in light of the band’s personal and
professional struggles; the collective
yawp of “ALL RIGHT!” in the chorus
just makes you feel good listening to it.
I’m a Modest Mouse fan, and I can’t
remember the last time one of their songs
really made me feel “good.” Cynical?
Yes. Upset? Absolutely. But not good.
This is truly new territory, and the boys
blaze the trail with a fire bright and hot
enough to keep you pressing “repeat.”
GRADE: A-
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Tarantino’s latest is one Killer Bill
Quentin Tarantino’s highly anticipated Kill Bill Vol. 2, the concluding chapter
of last October’s box office hit, Vol. 1, wins critical acclaim from Pat Egan ’05
by

Pat Egan ’05

Asst. A&E Editor

So I’m a pretty big fan of Kill Bill
Vol.l. When that first installment of
writer/director Quentin Tarantino’s
blood-soaked tale of revenge hit theaters
. back in October of
MOVIE last year, I thought it
REVIEW
was one of the
coolest films to
come along in quite some time. I could
still do without Vol. 7’s crazy anime
sequence, but all in all, I thought that was
one very good movie.
That being said, Vol. 1 just doesn’t
compare to Vol. 2. Tarantino has outdone
himself with this one. I think it’s
probably even better than Pulp Fiction,
which many would argue was a film that
Tarantino was never going to top. Well,
1 think he’s done just that. Kill Bill Vol.
2 is Tarantino at the top of his film
making game. It’s far and away one of
the most enjoyable films you’re likely
to see this year.
As far as plot is concerned, you can
pretty well guess what this one’s all
about. The Bride (Uma Thurman), after
being shot and left for dead by boss-man
Bill and his Deadly Viper Assassination
Squad (D.I.V.A.S. for short), continues
to seek her revenge. This time around,
The Bride is going to do away with the
remaining members of the D.I.V.A.S.
(Michael Madsen and Daryl Hannah)
before setting her sights on her ultimate
target, Bill. She’s going to kill them all,
that’s no big surprise. It’s her journey
along the way that makes the movie so
exciting.
Uma Thurman is just as fantastic as
she was in Vol. 1. She must have had to
do some hardcore training for these two
movies because while watching her on
screen it’s easy to believe that she’s more
than capable of kicking a little ass. And
although sne sure does do her fair share
of ass-kicking, Vol. 2 also gives her a
chance to show a little bit more emotion.
The scene in which The Bride is reunited
with her daughter, whom she had
believed to be dead, is probably the most
powerful, emotional scene Tarantino has

Very tall woman, very big sword: Bill (David Carradine, left) and The Bride (Uma Thurman, right), fight
(presumably)to Bill’s death in Quentin Tarantino’s sequel to Kill Bill, Vol 1. The second installment
deals with more character development rather that just gratuitous violence. The Bride matures into
something more than just a fearless murderer, and we discover that along with
having a daughter, The Bride possesses an entire spectrum of emotions.

ever put on film. It’s scenes like this one
that make Vol. 2 so much better than
Vol. 1.
As the ill-fated title character, David
Carradine (he replaced Warren Beatty
after Mr. Dick Tracy decided to drop
out), also does some fine work.
Tarantino gives Carradine some of the
best speeches in the movie, among them
a long, eloquent musing on the unique
qualities of his favorite superhero,
Superman. Ar.J even though he shot The
Bride point-blank in the head, Tarantino
and Carradine make Bill a likable
character. In a word, Bill’s cool, and it’s
all because Carradine plays him that way
instead of making him your typical
villain.
But as great as all the actors are in Vol.

2, what makes the film so excellent is
Tarantino’s inspired direction. Going
into this one, I didn’t think Tarantino was
going to be able to match what he had
accomplished in Vol. 1. That movie
boasted some of the greatest, most
kinetic fight scenes to ever hit the big
screen. And if you’re expecting Vol. 2
to be like that, you’re likely to be
somewhat disappointed. Yes, Vol. 2 does
have some great action scenes (the fight
scene between Thurman and Hannah is
one of the craziest, most brutal things
Tarantino has ever done, and its got a
gory climax that rivals anything you’ll
see in Vol. 1), but Tarantino is much more
concerned with his characters in this
concluding installment. His emphasis
in Vol. 2, which is shot in the style of

old-school Hollywood westerns, deals
with dialogue and emotion rather than
over-the-top, stylized violence. Don’t let
that deter you, though. Tarantino’s
emphasis on character development in
Vol. 2 nicely complements the bloody
violence that dominated Vol. 1.
So if you haven’t realized it by now, I
really enjoyed this film. Kill Bill Vol. 2
is a movie-lover’s dream. The music,
the cinematography, Tarantino’s
inventive story-telling techniques, all of
it is simply awesome. You don’t even
have to see Vol. 1 to appreciate Vol. 2. It
can stand all on its own. But in my
opinion, you should see Vol. 1 before
watching its brilliant conclusion. Either
way, see Kill Bill Vol. 2.
GRADE: A
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Dude looks like a lady
Matt Hess ’05 explores the fierce competition that exists between two
of the music industry’s most talented, and effeminate, pop superstars
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

The royalty of popular music
has no doubt included many
figures. A quick glance through
the rich history of the past 50
years reveals all
types of co
lossal mon
archs. In the
early years, James Brown was
ordained as the Godfather of
Soul, while Aretha Franklin was
named his Queen; Muddy
Waters was proclaimed as a
sovereign of the blues, although
Elvis Presley was crowned as
the true King.
But looking back at that
blissfully strange decade known
as the 1980’s, only two artists
seemed worthy of ascension to
the throne—two artists that
continue to make music (and
headlines) to this very day, and
of course, they were as eccentric
as the decade in which they
thrived. With ridiculous ward
robes, bizarre personal lives,
and groundbreaking recordings,
both Prince and Michael
Jackson have joined the ranks of
royalty—not only in the realm
of pop music, but of pop culture
as well.
You can’t deny that at least
one of these guys has impacted
you in some way. Practically
everyone can hum a few lines
from “When Doves Cry,” and
you’ve probably had the whole
chorus to “Beat It” memorized
since you were six. Perhaps you
were even mildly disturbed after
seeing Prince crawl across the
bathroom floor naked in one of
his music videos, or downright
confused after the mighty
Gloved One made out with Lisa
Marie Presley on stage during
an MTV awards show.
But while many of us have a
few favorite sound bytes and
awkward moments from the
careers of Prince and MJ, what
most people forget is how
closely the two musicians’ lives
paralleled each other during the
80’s and 90’s, and how they’ve
diverged over the past few
years.
So let’s begin at the
beginning. Both artists were
born into musical, yet fairly
troubled families during the
summer of 1958, and both spent
their early years growing up in
the Midwest. Their careers built
steadily during the 70’s, and
both struck out on their own
before the close of the decade.

SONY

SONY

Prince: “Michael Jackson, you are a HAS-BEEN!” Jacko: “Beat it.”’. The fight for the title of
King of Pop has always been a close one between Prince and Michael Jackson. Especially
throughout the early eighties, they were both considered giants of the music
industry. However, lately it seems that Prince has become the media darling
and Jackson, a baby-dangling media punchline.

The year 1983 was a
commercial peak for both
artists—Jackson unleashed
Thriller upon the masses and
ravaged the charts (to this day,
it remains the best-selling
album of all time) while Prince
prepped the nation for the party
of the millennium with his
biggest release, 1999. The rest
of the decade would remain
phenomenally successful for
both artists—Jackson became
an unstoppable pop force with
a slew of top selling albums,
singles and tours while Prince
continued to develop his sonic
fusion of the carnal and the
spiritual in more explicit and
kinky ways.
While the eighties had
certainly been a fun time spent
prancing around in women’s
Gucci, chilling out with
chimpanzees, and singing about
fornication, the early nineties
would find both artists at their

weirdest. Prince briefly changed
his name to an unpronounceable
symbol, busted out ass-less
studded pants for an MTV
awards show, and performed
with the word “Slave” scrawled
across his forehead.
Not to be outdone, Jackson’s
bizarre physical transformation
was reaching frightening
proportions, and the singer’s
personal life was also morphing
into a private hell—Jackson
found himself facing a slew of
child molestation charges in the
early nineties, and his doomed
marriage to Presley appeared
more like a publicity stunt than
anything else.
The remainder of the decade
seemed to place the two on the
back burner. Both continued to
release new material, but much
of their new music was met with
little success—hell, Prince
seemed to drop off the radar
entirely.

So what has become of our
outlandish eighties superstars?
Well...you might be fairly
surprised to hear how things
have turned out.
At his millennium
celebration in 2000, Jackson
decked himself out in a freakish
N AS A-meets-Sgt.-Peppers
outfit and assured us that, “You
ain’t seen nothing yet.” Truth is,
we really haven’t seen a whole
hell of a lot. Sure, Jackson
accused Sony Records of
discriminating against black
artists, but we all knew he was
just complaining about
lackluster album sales. Aside
from a few more child
molestation charges and some
bizarre “baby-dangling, ” the
King of Pop seems to be falling
into obscurity.
Prince, on the other hand,
has reemerged as a potent and
refocused sonic force—he’s
been everywhere in 2004.

During the Grammys, the
Purple One jammed alongside
Nubian goddess Beyonce, and
after being inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
earlier this year, he sealed his
rise to rock royalty with a
blistering guitar solo on the
George Harrison tribute, “While
My Guitar Gently Weeps.”
Prince’s brand new disc,
Musicology, is a throwback to
the straight-laced funk that
jolted the artist’s career, and
many of the tracks find that the
singer’s trademark explicitness
has replaced with a more subtle,
restrained sexuality.
While no one is denying that
Michael Jackson was once a
commanding musical force, it
seems that his contemporary
rival is plotting a coup against
him. Only time will tell if Prince
can overthrow the Gloved One,
and secure his title as the new
“King of Pop.”

16 The Cowl

Arts & Entertainment

April 22,2004

About a Boy
Brian Wall ’05 reflects on how he grew up with Nirvana ana
the ways in which Kurt Cobain’s influence reached far be
yond his own material and into the universal world of music
by

Brian Wall ’05
A&E Staff

The beginning of this
month marked the ten-year
anniversary of the passing of
Kurt Cobain, singer/songwriter for the band Nirvana.
While every April Cobain's
death receives a passing
glance in the media, this
anniversary asserts his
ubiquity in popular culture.
Media outlets ranging from
music publications to main
stream newspapers featured
stories on the anniversary.
Rather than rehash Cobain’s
career as a songwriter or
revisit his death, I chose to
reflect on how Nirvana shaped
my teen years, offering a story
with which I’m sure many of
my peers can identify.
I remember the day I heard
that Kurt Cobain died. I was
11 years old playing Sega
Genesis at my friend Aaron’s
house. Between games of
NBA Jam, Aaron put MTV on
quick enough to see Kurt
Loder report on the finding of
Kurt’s body in his home in
Seattle. I was too young at the
time—I became interested in
music in eighth grade—and
therefore the announcement
of Kurt's death didn’t resonate
with me; Aaron and I went
back to playing video games
and I didn’t linger on the
announcement.
I remember when I bought
Nevermind, the first record I
ever owned, three and a half
years later on the way back
from my cousin’s birthday
party. In the back of my
parents’ mini-van I opened the
CD case and skipped through
the tracks, first listening to the
songs I knew from the radio.
Only later, after digesting the
album as a whole, did I
appreciate the power of the
songs. These songs ranged
from being loud rockers to
quiet and reflective ones,
often doing so on the same
track. For a solid year I con
sistently returned from any
new CDs I bought to my
Nirvana CD, learning every
word (which, without the help
of the Internet, was difficult)
and knowing every song
inside and out.
I remember the following
Christmas when I got my first
set of drums. I would spend
hours after school behind my
kit with Nevermind bellowing
through my headphones as I
tried my hardest to imitate the
intensity Dave Grohl brought
to the group. I would bash at
my cymbals like Dave in the
“Smells Like Teen Spirit”
video, playing along to these
songs countless times until my
practice routine was to play
along to Nevermind at least up
until “Something in the Way.”
I remember reading
everything I could get my
hands on relating to Nir
vana—old magazine articles,

Heroes get remembered,
but legends never die: Ten
years after his
death, Kurt Cobain’s
(above) monumental
influence remains
powerful in the world
of music and in the
hearts of music fans.
He introduced countless
music novices to
“alternative rock” and
subsequently to
the Nirvana-inspired
bands that emerged
later. Right: Along with
band members Dave
Grohl (left) and Krist
Novoselic (center),Cobain
set the “grunge” trend
in motion.

Internet websites, and books
written on the band in a quest
to know everything about them.
I even read a book on Sonic
Youth my sophomore year of
high school strictly because I
read about them in Michael
Azerrad’s Come as You Are. I
doubt that at that point I had
ever heard a Sonic Youth song
but still I read page after page,
seeing how they set the stage for
a band like Nirvana to break
through and reach a young,
musically naive suburban kid
like myself. My studies in
Nirvana lead me to discover
other wonderful music, in
particular by Sonic Youth, The
Pixies, and Sub Pop Records.
Nirvana served as an intro

duction into music, and as I
explored both new and old
bands, I started to listen to my
Nirvana records less and less.
I listened to my Nirvana
records recently, and even
though I have purchased
countless CDs since that
October afternoon in 1997, it
drew me back in. The records
still appeal to me, but perhaps
in a different way. Instead of
being blown away by the raw
emotion and sonic bombast, I
appreciate more of the subtle
ties. In particular, I noticed how
many of Cobain’s songs hinge
upon dualities. These opposing
forces, whether they are images
that are both dark and hopeful,
loud dynamics contrasting with

softer sections, or even some
thing as simple as use of two
dissonant chords in succession,
create a tension running through
the Nirvana catalogue. At his
best moments, Cobain appears
distant yet vulnerable, disil
lusioned but hopeful, and
enlightened yet disturbed. In
the hands of a lesser songwriter
these contradictions would
implode and create an abysmal
failure. However, in Cobain’s
hands these dualities create
inter-woven layers offering a
glimpse into a troubled yet
brilliant mind.
I cannot say that Nirvana is
my favorite band—that distinc
tion applies to R.E.M. and calls
for another article entirely.

Rather, Nirvana is akin to a first
love. They are the band that
began my love affair with rock
music, opening the door to socalled “alternative” music.
Without the hours I spent
immersed in the world of
Nirvana, I doubt that I ever
would encounter bands like The
Clash, David Bowie, or even
Radiohead later on. The music
Nirvana created, not Cobain’s
troubled life or tragic death,
influenced me (and so many
others) in my most impres
sionable years. This is the
incredible music that I will
continue to celebrate for many
years, returning to it as one
returns to an old friend they will
always love.
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Underground rap on the rise
Last Thursday, Quannum label artists gathered at the Avalon
Ballroom in Boston to share a night of truly inspired hip-hop
by

Mike Holland ’05
A&E Staff

What better way for a quiet thirteenyear-old hip-hop label out of California
to capture the attention of hip-hop heads
than a world tour featuring all of its art
ists? That’s exactly
CONCERT what happened at
REVIEW the Avalon Ball
room in Boston last
Thursday, April 15th, after the Quannum
family gave Boston fans a diverse and
energetic show that I will remember for
years.
Rather than separating the various art
ists on the label into successive acts, the
emcees and D.J.s from Quannum de
cided to keep fans on their toes with a
random assortment of performances in
which artists took the stage in sporadic
patterns. The family was backed by D.J.s
Shadow, ChiefXcel and D-Sharp. Lyri
cists included solo artists Lateef, Lyrics
Born and the Gift of Gab, as well as the
duos, Lifesavas, Blackalicious and
Latyrx. One or two songs would be
performed by one group or artist, fol
lowed by another different artist to keep
the show fluid, energetic and unassum
ing.
Throughout the show, fans reacted
very positively to the soulful beats, re
gardless of song familiarity. The sounds
of the night filled the intimate venue with
bold, rhythmic patterns and smooth,
soothing transitions. D.J. Shadow even
held it down with a DVD turntable that
projected video cuts on the flat panel
screens behind him. He was able to play,
and even scratch video segments that
went along with the songs being played,
adding a unique visual element to the
stage.
The D.J.s’ musical mastery provided
the perfect background for the diverse
group of emcees who maintained an in
tense level of energy, despite frequently
trading places on the stage. Each mem
ber of the Quannum team contributed
individually to the overall performance
that blew the crowd away.
Lyrics Born was able to captivate lis
teners with his soulful display of melodic
verses that were sung as much as they
were rapped. His energy and delivery
demanded participation. He used call
and response tactics that worked with the
people that were familiar with his lyr
ics. Lyrics Bom was very enjoyable from
a fan’s standpoint because when he per
forms, he makes it undeniably clear that
he loves what he does. He reciprocated

QUANNUM

The Lifesavas want you to be ■
sq/e this weekend'. Lifesavas
(above) and Blackalicious
(right) are just two of the
many dedicated and talented
groups in the rap family
that is the Quannam label.
Quannum acts performed
last Thursday at the
Avalon Ballroom in Boston.
The audience enjoyed
performances by Quannum
emcees and DJs, including a
video segment featuring a
DVD turntable.

the crowd’s appreciation in his enthusi
asm and occasional smile.
Lateef’s articulated rhyme style
brought a raw element to the stage that
meshed well with the bold bass patterns
mixed by D.J. Chief Xcel. In addition
to solo performances, Lateef hooked up
with Lyrics Born and Blackalicious to
further diversify the overall sound.
The Lifesavas, made up of emcees
Vursatyl and Jumbo, brought a political
component to the show. With songs call
ing for political resistance and protest
ing injustice, their lyrics were able to
raise awareness. Vursatyl’s innovative
performance of the track “Hello, Hi,
Hey” got great crowd reception and
helped make the fans feel as though they

were part of the Quannum family, too.
Blackalicious, made up of D.J. Xcel
and the Gift of Gab, was able to light
the show on fire with tracks like “Para
graph President” and “Deception” that
displayed The Gift of Gab’s intensely
fast, yet fluid rhyme style. They also
performed slower and more soulful
songs, like “Make You Feel That Way,”
from their second album, Blazing Arrow.
The Gift of Gab even gave fans a sneak
preview of his forth-coming solo release
with a newly produced track he calls
“Feels Good.” Before he ended this
amazing hip-hop experience with “Al
phabet Aerobics,” the Gift of Gab re
minded fans to take time to appreciate
the moment at hand. Nothing could take

away from that moment in time, he
noted, “so be happy with this moment
right now, and embrace it until it ends.”
Fans certainly did.
By the end of the encore, the audi
ence had been so captivated they prob
ably completely forgot about the Red
Sox game going into extra-innings
across the street at Fenway Park. The
performance of the Quannum team as a
family coupled with the impressive Bos
ton fan base solidified a night of true hip
hop (and baseball) appreciation. With
everyon leaving the show with such
high levels of satisfaction, it didn’t even
seem to matter that the Red Sox had lost
by five in the tenth...well, almost.
GRADE: A-

A Message from the Office of the
Dean of Discipline
With warm weather approaching, you need to be
mindful of your conduct both on and off campus.
Please know that we have become aware that
theie have been an increasing number of off
campus parties. During the weekends, police will
be out in full force in the neighborhoods.
Please be advised that any student who engages
in behavior that is inconsistent with College"
standards will be referred to the Discipline Of
fice and penalized accordingly.
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Not the average Hollywood fairytale
by

Christine Bagley ’06
Portfolio Editor

Camera flashes and a red
carpet welcomed Miss Elaine
Fioret’s limousine. Hundreds
of photographers and reporters
hovered at the
SHORT entrance of the
STORY grand event. The
women gather
ed wore sequin-studded dresses
and the shine from the men’s
shoes illuminated the carpet like
walkway light bulbs. Old
friends shook hands and
exchanged phony kisses on the
cheek. The reporters were held
back by golden link chains, but
they nudged forward, ready to
snap any picture of the next star
exiting from the limos. The
night was star-filled from sky to
earth and the moon slivered just
above the city lights.
Miss Elaine Fioret was an
actress, most famous for her
role as a seductive undercover
detective and she was always
invited to extravagant events,
despite her waning career in the
past years. I had worked for her
since I finished high school and
moved out to California, like
every other free-spirited teen
ager. Only I, unlike other teens,
was lucky enough to find a job
as an dealer at a blackjack table
in the casino where Miss Elaine
Fioret frequented.
She once mentioned her
need for a chauffeur in a passing
conversation with another
glamorous co-star, of which I
overheard. Miss Elaine Fioret
caught me staring at her and
eaves-dropping and inquired if
I was interested. Of course I
accepted the position on the
spot.

CAITLIN BROWN ’06/The Cowl

Since that night at the casino,
I have escorted Miss Elaine
Fioret to every awards show,
every interview, every press
conference. While I possibly
spent the most time with her,
out of all her entourage, she
never cared to speak to me, nor
I to her. She defined Holly
wood royalty, while I rep
resented a Midwest free-lancer.
I was happy she even knew my
name. Just hearing Miss Elaine
Fioret whisper, “Ralllllllllllph,
please get the llllllllimo ready,”
sent shivers from my visor
down to my shoelaces. She
always accented the ‘L’ in every
word she spoke, cascading the
letter off her tongue.
I pulled up to the crimson
carpet that greeted the glam
orous as soon as they stepped
out of their rides. It ran up to
the crystal door, over the stairs,
into the building, and down to

the stage—enveloped and lost
inside. I paused the limo,
announced our arrival to Miss
Elaine Fioret, and hurried to
open the door to help her out.
Extending her left arm out, I
reached to assist her, as the
photographers simultaneously
began to take dozens of
snapshots. (I thought to myself,
if they were that excited about
her arm, they might want to call
now for an ambulance before
she fully stepped out of the limo
and before they passed out from
her beauty.)
She never failed to look
stunning: classy, slim-fitting
dresses in soft mauves or
elegant blacks. Her stylist
would decorate her and con
vince her to wear shoes she
fought to walk straight in and
wear more jewelry than any
storefront window display.
Tonight, she wore a lacy strap

less that hit just above her knee.
Her hair, which was usually up
in a million curls, laid sheik and
glossy over her shoulders.
Diamond hoops added a few
needed pounds to her wiry
frame. She clutched the tiniest
silver purse; so small a wand of
lipstick might make the bag
bulge.
But Miss Elaine Fioret didn’t
step out of the limo. She pulled
my arm into the limo, with such
a force that my body fell into
the back seat, too; her over
whelming strength from her
little body surprising me.
“Ralllllph, 111llet’s take the night
off,” Miss Elaine Fioret
suggested. “Uhhh, Miss Fioret,
uhhh you have to go to the
show,” I answered back.
“No, forget the awards.
Drive to the beach. And it is
Elaine, no more Miss Fioret,”
she whispered. I scooted out of

the back seat and headed to my
seat at the front; the crowd
chased the limo in anger, but
Elaine urged me to drive faster.
We soon lost the masses and I
slowed my speed.
In the back seat, the oncecomposed actress threw open
the small refrigerator and began
pouring expensive champagne
into polished glasses. “Park
over there by the water,” she
instructed. Still dumbfounded
from her performance back at
the red carpet, I obeyed mech
anically. I parked, turned to face
her at the back, and raised my
eyebrows.
“Come, have a drink,” she
coaxed. I moved to the back of
the limousine and she handed
me a tall glass. “Cheers,
Ralph,” she murmured. I
noticed she didn’t accent the ‘L’
this time.
“I hate those awards shows
and press conferences. I hate
phony kisses on the cheek and I
really hate the blinding camera
flashes. I need a night off. I
wish I could just move across
the country and be as easy
going as you Ralph. I have
always admired you,” she
confessed in one breath. All I
did was listen wide-eyed. She
admired me?
That night, Miss Elaine
Fioret, the high-class, super
ficial actress, became Elaine,
the relaxed, ordinary person.
That night, our lives changed
forever as we shared the most
personal stories, in a stretch
limo, in the beach parking lot
in California. That night, we
became best friends.
Surely, not the average
Hollywood fairy tale.

Instant Messenger as Instant Mastication
Why Instant Messaging is not only a blessing, but a curse.
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

It has been a little over a year
since the incident and I still get
uneasy thinking about it. I still
feel stupid but figure that if I
share this story with
more people, than
ESSAY
humiliation will
swell to dizzying
proportions to the point of ex
plosion and then hopefully dis
appear.
Since the dawn of Instant
Messaging, several problems
have been witnessed in using
this fast-paced, non-threatening
communication device. For one
thing, because there is no au
dible voice involved, as in snail
mail and e-mails, intonation can
only be guessed. Are they be
ing sarcastic? Are they serious?
What do they mean by that? An
over-analyzer’s nightmare, to
say the least.
Another problem with AIM
is anonymity. You think you are
talking to your best friend, only
to find out that you’ve just con
fessed to her little brother about

your recent make-out session
with Boy Hottie. There is no
proof of authenticity. Which
leads to the final affliction of the
IM: the “goof up.” Rather than
explain exactly what a “goof
up” is, I would give you an ex
ample by which to understand
the meaning.
Like I said, the event took
place a little over a year ago—
Spring Break 2003.1 was vaca
tioning in East Providence.
(Sounds exotic, I know.) My
brother, who is a year older than
me, was also home for break
and he had a few friends over.
One of them, I’ll call him “John
Hottie,” was extraordinarily de
cent looking. And following in
the tradition of younger sisters
everywhere, I had a crush on
him. (Note the word “crush”
used. Synonyms include:
squash, squeeze, compress,
press, pound, defeat, and
slaughter. Not entirely untrue.)
John Hottie and I were chit
chatting and got into a luke
warm debate regarding the ex
istence of God. He asked me
what evidence there was that

God existed. I was sort of put
on the spot, and told John Hottie
that I would get back to him,
after I collected my thoughts re
garding the matter. I wanted to
formulate an answer that made
sense. (Both to Hottie and me.)
The following night I was
online and as luck (or penance)
would have it, so was John
Hottie. I began a regurgitation
of freshman year Civ class. (In
tellectual flirt or verbal diar
rhea? I’ll ask Mr. Owl.) I told
him what I thought about God’s
existence, blathered on about
Aquinas, etc. A few moments
passed as I eagerly awaited John
Hottie’s response.
Below is the fairly accurate
paraphrasing of our conversa
tion. (Anything in parentheses
is a personal blow-by-blow
commentary.) (I had just fin
ished my diatribe regarding
God’s existence.)

JohnHottiel43: So you have
seemed to be ignoring me
lately.
Me: What?
JohnHottiel43: Well, It just

seems that whenever I’m
around, you’ll find anyone in
the room other than me to talk
to.
Me: I don’t follow (Very
much intrigued at this point.)
JohnHottiel43:1 guess it’s
just that when I’m getting
ready to go out with my
friends and hang out or
whatever, I think about what
you’re doing, and who you’re
hanging out with.
(Note that the proper form of
“whom” is not used in “who
you’re hanging out with.” I
think this must mean he loves
me!)
Me: Um, well I guess I never
realized you thought that.
Probably the only reason I
don’t talk to you often is
because I don’t think you’re
interested in me or what I’m
doing. (Fairly honest answer.)
JohnHottiel43: How can you
say that? I’m so interested in
what you have to say, you’re
opinions, etc.
(I’m thinking at this point that
he is referencing our earlier
conversation about God’s

existence.)
Me: Really? Um...I don’t
know what to say.
JohnHottiel43:1 wish things
could be different. I wish you
liked me. (At this point in
conversation, I think I blacked
out for about a tenth of a
second because my heart
stopped beating and the world
ended. Hell froze over and I
was recovering.)
Me: Are you kidding me? I’ve
had the hugest crush on you
since I’ve met you,
JohnHottie, and if I’ve
seemed at all distanced it’s
because I knew that you didn’t
feel the same way, and I didn’t
want to get hurt.
JohnHottiel43: Wait...
Me: What?
JohnHottiel43: Hang on
Me: Ok
JohnHottiel43:
Ahhhhhhhhhh!
Me: Is everything all right?
(Insert about three minutes
here. Three, gut-wrenchingly
slow minutes).

AIM MADNESS/ Page 20
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Poetry Corner
The Everyday Tyrannical Way
by

I Weep Not For the Dream That Dies
by

I could bury it beneath for later,
Or maybe “give” it away to a neighbor.
Whether we’re close together or aloof,
Either way, I make the move.
I’ll be in control,
Having one voice,
But speaking them all.
The crown on my head will look a bit different from yours,
Only mine is visible because of the others on all fours.
I will,overcrowd the masses with myself,
They will fear me and no one else.
A means to my own end,
The way I practice, I contend
To all the citizens and their lover’s friends:
May only time bring the way,
That I may go or I may stay,
Send out my tidings for all to hear,
May they follow me, and never sneer.
I am who am your boss,
Listen to me
Or it’s your own loss.

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

I weep not for the dream that dies,
for like the phoenix from burnt-out nest,
when wishes stumble, new ones rise.

If all my earnest, valiant tries
at love make me feel dispossessed,
I weep not for the dream that dies.
I’ll let another catch my eyes,
and pursue her with renewed zest—
when wishes stumble, new ones rise.

If friendship ends in a web of lies
and you become an unwelcome guest,
I weep not for the dream that dies.
A stronger bond becomes the prize
if we can pass this daunting test—
when wishes stumble, new ones rise.

When faced with hundreds of goodbyes
to friends who made me feel most blessed,
I weep not for the dream that dies—
when wishes stumble, new ones rise.

Chris Fahey ’05

Portfolio Staff

The Canoe of Water Singer
by

Sara Schepis ’04

Portfolio Staff

O gentle form,
ripple rider, serene,
as swift as the hawk’s
shadow runs over the
earth, so the smooth-wood carries me—I take my name from this water singer. Like two
cupped hands the canoe bears me, buoyant, balanced. The hollow where I kneel is still
black from the subtle fire that helped carve it. It smells of water greens and heathardened sap. To the eyes of fish below me I must appear as thundersmoke
gliding overhead—My paddle dips, lifts, dips like the easy rhythm of a resting heart. Hush a rush a hush says the current.
My canoe Water Singer has its new path—once a live tree until from the mystic woods had been chosen for great Waters.

Enjoying the journey between here and there
by

Megan Bishop ’07
Portfolio Staff

We had set out with wide eyes, be
fore the sun had touched the sky. An ar
ray of emotions—excitement to anxi
ety—filled the stale air of the black SUV.
Five girls sat in silence lisESSAY
tening to the soft hum of the
music while scheming and
dreaming of boardwalks and
salty ocean air.
Today was a day that had been listed
in profiles for months, with a bolded
number countdown and a sunglass-wear
ing smiley face. I was seated in the front
passenger seat with the best view of the
world passing us by. Of course we
hadn’t even made it to the New Jersey
border before I had leaned against the
window and fallen asleep.
No matter what position you choose
to sleep in a car ride, it is never restful. I
would always wake up to find that I had
slept in a less than pleasant position, and
either could not move my neck or feel
my leg. This nap presented no surprises.
I woke up midday in a large traffic jam,
with the inability to feel my left leg,
somewhere around the city of Washing
ton D.C.
I looked behind me at my fellow pas
sengers. Katelyn was dreaming of the

blank pages that lay within the binding
of her journal. She could hardly wait for
the return ride home where she would
laugh and share with friends all the
memories she had compiled. Kirsten
clutched her disposable camera with now
only 20 pictures remaining; the first four
were already taken as we drove away
from the familiar.
Tina sat in the last row of seating in
the car, squished in-between overstuffed
luggage and boxes of granola bars. She
stared out the window, unaffected by the
traffic, while she listened to Jay-Z and
mouthed the words. I smiled slightly,
before turning back around and looking
into the traffic.
“I think I’ll check the map,” I said
aloud to no one in particular. Reaching
down between the seat and the door, I
found a folder overstuffed with maps and
pamphlets. It seemed like each of our
parents had secretly mapped out our
route with red markers, and had left little
post-it notes wishing us well.
I traced the route with my pinkie fin
ger, and sighed. The distance we had
traveled was much less than the distance
that remained. I supposed that the jour
ney was sometimes more fun than the
final destination, but as I stared into the
vast nothingness that lay before me, I be
gan to feel otherwise.

“Hey Meg,” Justine said a few hours
later, without taking her eyes off the line
of cars in front of her. “Would you hand
me a water?” I turned around once again,
and opened the enormous cooler. It was
filled with soda cans, water bottles, and
juice boxes. I fished through the ice
clumps and pulled out a water bottle, I
opened the cap and handed it to her. She
began to hum the melody of a Kelly

Though the remaining
four hours soon turned
into six, we slowly began
to forget about our desti
nation and enjoyed the
journey along the way.
Clarkson song.
She leaned over and turned up the ra
dio, allowing the song to flow through
the speakers and fill the dull air of the
car. Justine was enamored with Kelly
Clarkson. While most people forgot
about the Southern bell winner after sea
son one of American Idol, she contin
ued to follow Kelly’s successes. She
knew every word on the CD, and sang
along.

Somehow I knew by the end of this
trip, I too, would know all the words, and
be grateful to get home without a copy
of the CD in a 10-foot radius.
The hours passed, with laughter and
silence. The traffic came, went, and re
turned. And when we determined to be
four hours from our destination, we
found ourselves becoming stir-crazy.
“I have to get out of this car,” Caitlyn
cried. She stared out into the middle of
the highway which was scattered with
flowers and tall grass. “How about I walk
and then you guys can just pick me up
when the car starts moving?”
Everyone was quiet, each secretly
hoping that maybe we could all just do
that.
“You’re an idiot,” Kirsten said from
the backseat. The car erupted into laugh
ter.
The stir-crazy girl then lowered her
window, and sat with her legs in the car
and her hair blowing in the wind. I fol
lowed suit, and joined her breathing the
air somewhere between there and here.
We began to shout at the cars that blared
their horns, and converse with other trav
elers who had their windows down.
Though the remaining four hours soon
turned into six, we slowly began to for
get about our destination and enjoyed the
journey along the way.
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“Cross”-ing off the days until Summer Break
DOWN

Graphic by RYAN WENK '06/The Cowl

by Jennifer

Skala ’05

2. Essential summer footwear.
4. Popular sport of the season.
6. Frequently spotted on the
Quad on sunny days, at
cookouts, and at the beach.
8. #1 Summertime destination.
10. Juicy fruit that’s in season
during the summer.
12. Result if you forget #3
Across.
14. Can’t swim at the beach
without this.
16. Favorite activity that takes
place at #8 Down.
18. Popular type of gathering that
takes place in backyards
all summer long.

Managing Editor

ACROSS
I. The official start of the summer season for tourism.
3. A sunny day must-have, especially for the fair and freckle-prone.
5. Popular occupation for beach bums.
7. A frozen treat—perfect after a day at the beach.
9. Popular component of any cookout.
II. Goes hand-in-hand with #9 Across.
13. Summer’s response to pants.
15. Event that usually takes place during July 4th celebrations.
17. Destination for many kids once school gets out—whether they like it or not.

AIM Madness: Warning! Hit Enter with Care!
continued from pagel8
JohnHottiel43: Sorry....Wrong IM
JohnHottiel43:1 thought you were
my ex.
JohnHottiel43:1 got the IM windows
confused somewhere after you rambled
on about God’s existence.
(Insert the de-frosting of aforemen
tioned frozen hell here.)
Me: Oh...um...do me a favor and X
this conversation window and never
speak of it again.
JohnHottiel43: LOL hahaha this is
hysterical.
Me: Bye.

At this point it is a little after two in
the morning and I’m in my bedroom. My

parents are asleep in the room next to
me, so screaming is not an option. I can
do one of two things. I choose not to
cry, not because I’m a strong-willed
human being, but because I don’t want
my mother to wake up and then have to
explain to her what just happened. In
stead I choose to laugh. A quiet, yet
prolonged chuckle.
I look upward where I believe God
resides (at that point He’s in His spring
break cottage over my left shoulder.)
I’m still laughing at this point, and con
templating God and his sense of humor.
Is this what a vocation calling to become
a nun feels like?
You have just witnessed the humili
ation that is my life. But more impor
tantly, you have seen what can happen

at two in the morning when sleep-de
prived people use Instant Messengers. To
say the least, things were “awkward” the
next time I saw JohnHottie. I’m over it
now. What’s done is done. But I think
this can explain my over-explanation and
detailed Instant Messages that currently
baffle friends with their length and par
enthetical usage. I’ve learned from this
experience that I literally have to spell
out exactly what I mean, so that some
thing like the above will never happen
again.
Oh, the existence of God is evident,
if not only seen through the miracle of
the Internet, but also in His capability to
turn anything into a punch line.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

First Annual Sci-Fi/Fantasy
Short Story Contest

I!!!! Attention All Commuter Students !!!!!

1st: Sara Schepis, The Silent Places
2nd: Jenna Fergeus, Home
3rd: Alex Olden, Everything Was Fine

Wednesday April 28
2:30
Slavin Center 117

Thank you to all of our jtarticiyants!
Sponsored by:
The Science Fiction Club

k__________________________ J

Please join us for an informal meeting
as we plan for next year

Check your Friar Box for more information
I • • I Refreshments will be served s * *
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Where would you take a
prospective student to
persuade them to come to
PC?

“4th Floor Aquinas ... anytime.”
Colleen ‘Sullivan ‘07, Beth LaBarge ’07

“Rock’s”
John Lacey ’06, Kevin Hanlon ’06,
Sean Stale ’06

“Club Eagle’s at noon for lunch.”
Jim Coggins ’06, Megan Capobianco ’06

Damon and Millar
“Atomic Salon.”

“GIRL? ... or guy?”
Shereef Ahmed ’04

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Kim Smith

Jon Hollister

Women’s Track
Junior — Auckland, New Zealand.
Smith continued rewriting the collegiate record books
this past weekend, breaking the PC record in the 5,000
meters. Her time of |5:09.72 on Sunday April 17 at the
Mt. Sac Relays earned Smith second place in the race
against numerous professional runners.

Lacrosse
Junior — Longmeadow, Mass.
Hollister spearheaded Providence College’s effort in a
7-4 loss to the Marist Red Foxes scoring two goals in
the defeat. His first goal drew the Friars to within one
goal, 3-2, and his second tied the contest at 4-4 with
just over six minutes remaining.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 4/15
Tennis at Holy Cross

postponed

Friday 4/16
Men’s and Women’s Track at Mt. Sac Relays
Softball at Syracuse

Ind. Results
W 7-6; L 6-5

Saturday 4/17
Men’s and Women’s Track at Mt. Sac Relays
Tennis at Sacred Heart
Lacrosse vs. Wagner

Thursday 4/22
Men’s and Women’s Track at Penn Relays
Softball vs. Brown (DH)

2 p.m.
3 p.m.

Friday 4/23
Men’s and Women’s Track at Penn Relays

2 p.m.

Saturday 4/24
Softball vs. Virginia Tech (DH)
Men’s and Women’s Track at Penn Relays
Lacrosse vs. VMI
Tennis at Villanova

Noon
2 p.m.
2 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

L 1-0; L 7-1

Sunday 4/25
Men’s and Women’s Track at Brown Inv.
Softball at Pittsburgh (DH)
Tennis at St. John’s

10 a.m.
11 a.m.
Noon

L7-4

Monday 4/26
Tennis at Holy Cross

2 p.m.

L 4-1; L 5-3

Tuesday 4/27
Tennis at New Hampshire
Lacrosse vs. Brown

1:30 p.m.
4 p.m.

Wednesday 4/28
Softball at Marist (DH)

3 p.m.

Ind. Results
W6-1
W 10-3

Sunday 4/18
Softball at Nore Dame
Tuesday 4/20
Lacrosse vs. Marist

Wednesday 4/26
Softball at Yale

Standings
Softball Big East Standings
Bic East

W
Team
9
Villanova
8
Notre Dame
8
Virginia Tech
PROVIDENCE 5
Boston Col.
5
5
Rutgers
Seton Hall
4
St. John’s
4

L
3
0
6
7
7
7
4
4

Mt. Sac ReIays-5,000 meters

Overall
T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Pts.
18
16
16
10
10
10
8
8

W
21
34
32
25
21
21
25
18

L
16
13
16
15
22
22
13
18

T
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0

Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name
Shalane Flanagan
Kim Smith
Nicole Aish
Kate O’Neill
Kathy Butler
Emily Morris
Alicia Craig
Molly Huddle
Ida Nilsson
Sara Bei

Team
Unattached
PROVIDENCE
Nike
Nike
New Balance
Australia
Stanford
Notre Dame
No. Arizona
Stanford

Time
15:09.67
15:09.72
15:20.51
15:21.66
15:22.31
15:25.66
15:31.15
15:32.55
15:33.18
15:36.21
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Women’s Rugby in finals
Rugby team
snatches two in
Ohio; next up,
trip to Palo Alto,
California for
Division II finals
by

SportShorts
All the news we couldn’t fit
in...but did.

Steve O’Keefe ’05
Sports Editor

Over the weekend of April
17-18, the Providence College
Women’s Rugby team extended
yet another successful season by
winning
WOMEN'S matches against
RUGBY Bowling Green
University and
Mary Washington in action at
Bowling Green, Ohio. With the
wins, Providence earned the
right to play Temple on May 1
at Stanford for the Division II
crown.
On Saturday, April 17, the
Friars edged the Falcons of
Bowling Green in an Elite Eight
match-up by a count of 20-13.
PC followed up the victory with
a 25-0 trouncing of Mary
Washington.
“Pretty much all of our work
since September has paid off,”
said Head Coach Richard
Ashfield. “It was a total team
effort, there are 32 girls on the
team and it took all of them to
get where we are now. This is
definitely the best I have
ever seen them play.”
“It was a great team effort.
Every girl contributed, whether
it was on the field or on the
sideline,” said senior Maureen
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The Providence College Women’s Rugby team posing after
its 25-0 blanking of Mary Washington in the National
Semifinals. The Friars will meet Temple Sat May 1 for the
Division II title.
O’Leary. “We loved the However, now the team must
support, and really came find the resources to pay for
airfare and accommodations to
together as a team.”
Senior Emily Philbin, the attend the finals in Palo Alto,
team President, was pleasantly California.
“Since we are a club sport,
surprised by the weekend.
“I was kind of shocked. We we will have to find a way to
were excited to go [to Ohio] and get the rest of the money we
hoping to do well, but it didn’t need,” said O’Leary, who is also
dawn on us until the middle of the team Treasurer. “We will be
the second game that we were trying to do as much fundraising
going to California.”
as possible. We will be coming
Despite the success and around to all the dorms with
optimism of Ashfield and his cans over the next week.”
team, a dilemma now faces the
“It’s going to come to well
Friars. Since rugby is a non over $12,000,” said Philbin. We
funded sport, the team must pay know we have to fundraise. The
its own way whenever they school has been very helpful
travel. The team was able to and we have been getting
raise enough money to make the donations from family members
trip to Ohio this past weekend. and alumni.”

Tennis pierces Sacred Heart
by a count of 6-1
The Providence College
Women’s Tennis team traveled
to Fairfield, Conn. On Saturday,
defeating Sacred Heart, 6-1.
Freshman Jen Daigle, play
ing in the No. 1 spot fell to
Lauren Galatie in a tiebreaker,
7-5, 7-6 (10-8). Sophomore
Cheri Lapane, playing for the
Friars in the No. 2 spot, defeated
Pam Pillo, 6-2, 6-4, and class
mate Sara Bitetti, playing at No.
3 defeated Lissa Von Brecht, 61, 6-1. Junior Molly Gilbride
defeated Jeanne Sampson at the
No. 4 spot, while junior Nicole
Rodger was victorious at the
No. 5 spot, Darcy Shoop, 6-0.
Freshman Andrea Lee defeated
Katelyn Kittredge at the No. 6
spot, marking her fourth con
secutive victory in a match this
season.
Providence also put forth a
strong effort in doubles compe
tition. The team of Bitetti and
Lapane, representing the Friars
at the No. 1 spot, defeated
Galatie and Pillo, 8-3. The No.
2 team of Rodger and Gilbride
and the No. 3 team of Daigle
and Lee were strong as well,
winning 8-3 and 8-0 respec
tively.

Softball swept at Yale
On Wednesday April 21, the
Providence College Softball
team traveled to New Haven,
Conn, to take on the Bulldogs
of Yale University. The Friars
dropped both contests in the
double header on the afternoon,

falling 4-1, and 5-3 respectively.
In the first game, PC found
itself behind by two runs in the
sixth inning, but cut the deficit
to one run on a double by sopho
more Elena Romero that scored
classmate Michelle Willette.
Unfortunately, that was as close
as the Friars would get, with
Yale adding two more runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning.
Romero and sophomore Kalena
Petersen finished the contest
with three hits each to lead the
PC offense. Senior pitcher Cori
Van Dusen put in a strong ef
fort, pitching six innings and
allowing four runs on five hits,
while striking out five batters.
In the fifth inning of the sec
ond game, Providence commit
ted two errors and allowed a two
run double, allowing Yale to
gain a 5-0 lead. The Friars
fought their way back into the
game in the top of the sixth in
ning, scoring three runs to come
within two runs of the Bulldogs.
Romero continued her strong
performance during the after
noon, hitting a bases loaded
double which cleared the bases
and made the score 5-3. Over
all, she went five for six in the
double header, also record ing four RBI’s.
Freshman Sara Surosky
pitched four-plus innings for the
Friars and allowed three earned
runs on nine hits. Junior Caitlyn
Sheehan relieved Surosky and
pitched one and one-third in
nings and retired all four batters
she faced, finishing with two
strikeouts.
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Providence: Student workers find hours reduced
continued from back page
work study positions for students. As few
full-time workers as possible were laid
off
and
no
actual
athletic programs were cut.
“The last person I would want to
touch is the student athlete,” said Devine.
“We wouldn’t want to have to cut any of
our athletic programs.”
Although no programs, meaning an
actual varsity sport, were cut, smaller
things were taken away from individual
teams. For example, the Women’s Soc
cer team will not be able to participate
in their usual spring tournament and
some teams will not be holding annual
banquets.
While teams and athletes may be up
set about losing these additional parts of
their season some of the unsung heroes
of the Athletic Department are in a far
worse position. All work study and stu
dent payroll jobs have reduced hours and
in some cases, such as the sports medi
cine department, all student workers’
hours have been reduced to zero.
“The money that we make is so
miniscule in comparison to the amount
that the College is in debt,” said an
anonymous student worker, who is sup
posed to have a work-study job, which
would contribute a maximum of $1800
a school year. “I don’t understand how
this small amount of money that students
are granted even makes a slight dent.”
From the students’ perspective they
want to know “Why?” It was not their
fault that the College ran up a debt of
close to seven million dollars. Many
upset students who have practically lost
their jobs with less than six weeks of
school left will most likely be unable to
find another work-study position on
campus. This means students who de
pend on their work study checks to send
home for tuition, to buy groceries for
their apartment, or for going out on the
weekend will need to find a new way to
pay the bills.
However, not only are the students
feeling the burden of the budget cuts, but
even some of the higher members on the
totem pole in the Athletics Department
are also finding their jobs redefined. As
sistant Athletic Director for Facilities/
Game Day Management, Carl
LaBranche, has to help set up and pre
pare fields before game time, to com
pensate for the loss of student workers
who used to do jobs like these.
Likewise, it is not only the directors
of the athletic program who are taking
some of the burdens of budget cuts; the
Athletics Department and College as a
whole are fighting an uphill battle. The
department is understaffed, the school is
running a Division I athletics program
on a Division III budget, and the budget
for the Athletics Department is one-half
the size of the next largest school, which
is Villanova with approximately 6,000
undergraduates.
“Father Smith is giving us as much
as he can,” said Devine. “We are confi
dent that this problem will rectify itself
by June 30 and come July 1 everything
will be back to normal.”

Coming up in the next
Cowl...
Sports Year in Review,
complete with:
Season recaps reliving
all the Friar high’s and
low’s from the past
year...
A full recap of the
“Game of the Year”...
Interviews with PC’s
“Super Seniors”...

However, many PC students feel as
though budgetary problems from the
Athletic Department come from “perks”
which are given to student athletes who
are on some of the “big” teams on cam
pus, like Men’s Basketball. Students are
under the impression that the men’s bas
ketball team is able to charter flights to
all their games, eat at nice restaurants
before game time, get a new pair of shoes
every week, drive nice cars and have free
cell phones. This is far from the truth.
First of all, NCAA by-laws specifi
cally state that “If [a] student athlete re
ceives an extra benefit not authorized by
NCAA legislation, the individual is in
eligible in all sports.” This was also re
iterated by Devine as he said it would
be much easier for him to give a cell
phone or car to any regular student at
Providence, as opposed to a student ath
lete. He also noted that any “nice” auto
mobile a student athlete may have would
be accounted for in every aspect. The

Father Smith is giving us as
much as he can. We are
confident that this problem
will rectify itself by June 30,
and come July 1 everything
will be back to normal.
Mark Devine

student athlete’s coach would be able to
tell anyone who purchased the car, who
registered it and who it is insured under.
Additionally, PC did not pay for the
chartered flight that was taken to the
NCAA Tournament game. When any
team makes it to the NCAA tournament,
the NCAA dictates and pays for all travel
related expenses for up to 75 people.
Otherwise, the team does not charter
flights unless absolutely necessary. In
fact, Providence is one of the only teams
in the Big East Conference that does not
charter a flight to almost every game.
The only round trip flight chartered this
year was taken to Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Virginia. That charter was
only taken because in order for the team
to fly on a commercial plane, it would
have cost the team more in travel ex
penses and the team would have missed
three to four days of classes instead of
one. The team also chartered a flight
home from Richmond, Virginia after
their game against Richmond on Decem
ber 23, so members of the team would
be able to make it home in time for
Christmas.
In reference to the assumptions of
free meals, sneakers or any other things
students may believe the Men’s Basket
ball team or any other PC team may re
ceive, those assumptions are wrong.
Rather than drawing money away from
other programs, Men’s Basketball is the
breadwinner of PC athletics. Friar bas
ketball generated $2.4 million worth of
ticket sales last season. This figure alone
would cover all their expenses. The
team’s total revenue last season was five
million dollars. Since Athletic Depart
ments are only meant to have three to

Plus, stay tuned to
www.TheCowl.com
over the summer for:
Up to date coverage of
Frair athletics...

Updates on PC Olympi
ans...

And much more!

four sports that produce revenue, the
excess money from these sports goes to
offset the costs of other activities and
sports. At Providence, there are three
main revenue-generating sports-Men’s
Basketball, Men’s Hockey and Women’s
Hockey. These sports offset other pro
grams like soccer, softball, field hockey,
lacrosse, swimming and diving, and ten
nis, which are all non-revenue sports.
Sponsorship, donations, camps and
the NCAA also help fund the athletic
program. Sponsors such as Nike provide
the men’s basketball team with 125 pairs
of shoes per season, which average out
to four to five pairs per player. Provi
dence basketball camps brought in
$67,755 and the renting out of Schneider
Arena brought in $247,288 for the 20012002 fiscal year. Also, the Men’s Bas
ketball team received a bonus just for
playing in the first round of the NCAA
tournament of $120,000. Additionally,
the NCAA has a program called revenue
sharing, which means that every time a
school from the Big East Conference
wins a game in the national tournament
or the championship Providence receives
money. This year Devine estimated that
Providence will receive approximately
2.3 million dollars from the NCAA
Men’s Basketball Tournament because
of its affiliation with the Big East Con
ference.
Nonetheless, the Athletic Department
makes up for four to five percent of the
general fund for the College and practi
cally pays for all of its own operations.
But still, it is forced to make $250,000
worth of budgetary cuts, made up of pri
marily cutting the hours of student work
ers. However, the Athletic Department
also houses two of the highest paid sala
ries on campus. Men’s Basketball Coach
Tim Welsh ranks as the highest paid em
ployee of PC for the 2001-2002 fiscal
year. Also, the Men’s Hockey Coach,
Paul Pooley, is the fourth highest paid

employee.
“If you combined the maximum
amount of money that student workers
in the sports medicine department can
possibly make, it is under $34,000 a year
combined,” said the student worker. “So
I don’t possibly see how cutting six
weeks of our pay is affecting the
college’s debt.”
Even though the College would like
to put the blame on miscalculated fig
ures, such as the class of 2006 having
58 students less than the class of 2005
and being one of the smallest classes at
PC, it is highly unlikely that 58 students
alone caused the college to accumulate
a debt of close to seven million dollars.
Although the economy was rocky for a
period as well, it is far more likely that
the College is also suffering from struc
tural and internal problems in addition
to the previous economic problems to
make the accrued debt climb to almost
seven million dollars.
“It’s frustrating because I know my
boss didn’t want to cut us; it’s not his
choice,” said the student worker. “But
having to pay for the administration’s
problem is really unfair.”
The Athletic Department will be con
ducting an internal audit to help it in the
future and it will revise smaller parts of
the department such as things like money
per athlete spent on the road and analy
sis’ of individual teams’ spending.
But despite the mood about decreas
ing hours and lost jobs for the remain
der of the semester among students, ath
letic officials, such as Devine, feel con
fident in the problem rectifying itself and
in students being hired back when they
return in the fall. While cuts are being
made across campus, students will see
when they arrive in September if these
last minute budget cuts and seven per
cent tuition increases will have solved
the problem of Providence College’s
seven million dollar debt.
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Lacrosse earns split out of MAAC contests
Providence Lax nets
one, drops another;
split means Friars
find themselves one
win away from a
MAAC post-season
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

With the Providence College Men’s
Lacrosse team approaching the home
stretch of its season, the squad looked to
pick up some momentum this past week
with two critical
conference contests.
Although Saturday’s
game against Wagner
College ended with the Friars handily
defeating the visitors 10-3, Tuesday’s
match-up versus division leaders Marist
finished with Providence dropping the
contest 7-4.
The split results for the week push
the Friars’ record to 5-6 overall and 4-2
in the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference. Three home fixtures remain
in Providence’s schedule, with the next
one taking place this Saturday at Glay
Field, as the Friars challenge division
basement-dwellers VMI at 2:00 p.m.

We just came out focused and
executed. Wagner is a pretty
good defensive team, so to put
up seven goals [early] was a
sign that our offense was
doing some pretty good
things.
Chris Burdick

The Tuesday, April 20 contest proved
to live up to the pre-game hype, as both
teams entered the match on hot streaks.
Providence had won three of its last four,
while Marist was enjoying a four game
win streak and was looking to protect its
flawless MAAC record.
The Red Foxes would draw first
blood late in the second quarter, after
both teams finished the opening session
of regulation deadlocked at zero. Friar
freshman Mark Bundra equalized for the
home side, though, with just 33 seconds
remaining in the half. With the score at

PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

Above: Junior Dan Giuntini
netted two goals for the Friars
in a 10-3 victory over Wagner
on April 17. With the win,
Providence improved its
record to 4-1 in MAAC
competition.

Right: Junior Jon Hollister
was Providence’s leading
scorer in a 7-4 defeat at the
hands of Marist. Hollister
recorded two goals in defeat.
PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

1-1 heading into the third quarter, Marist
regained the lead with two tallies
midway through the action.
Looking to upset the visiting table
toppers, Providence stepped up its
performance after the opening face-off
in the fourth quarter and was rewarded
for its efforts, as juniors Jonathan
Hollister and Dan Giuntini pulled the

CLASSIFIEDS
Apartments for Rent

Earn Money

Apartments for Rent:

Make Money Taking Online
Several 3, 4, and 6 bed recently
Surveys
renovated apartments available now
Earn $10-$ 125 for Surveys
or for June 2004. Houses on
Earn $25-$250 for Focus
Oakland, Pembroke, Pinehurst, and
Groups
Tyndall. Many have new baths,
hardwoods, parking, laundry. Some Visit www.cash4students.com/
ripe
available with phone, cable, and
high speed internet jacks in every
Want to be seen by over
room. Call 952-0966 or 742-4000
4,000 people each week?
for details.
2004-2005 Apartments for Rent

Pembroke Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and THIS SPACE COULD BE
3rd floors. 3 or 4 large bedrooms,
YOURS!
new kitchen appliances, stove
refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas
Contact The Cowl at 401
baseboard heat, and gas hot water, 865-2214 about advertising
new bathrooms. Secure area with
your busniess in the
lighted parking. $1200 per month.
classified section!
Call 274-7763.

Friars even at 3-3.
Hollister netted his second of the
game after Marist briefly went ahead,
tying the game with six minutes
remaining in regulation.
Despite outshooting Marist 25-22,
Providence would not out-fox the Foxes
on the day. The visitors successfully
fired on target three times in the last four
minutes of play, rounding out the score

at 7-4 and retaining their grip on first
place in the division.
Junior goaltender Andrew McMinn
made seven saves en route to suffering
his first conference loss.
“The ninth goal of the game was
going to be the deciding goal and they
scored that goal,” said Head Coach Chris
Burdick. “We chased them around,
trying to get the ball back late and didn’t
execute our end-of-game situation very
well. It’s one of those games that goes
either way.”
Fortunately for the Friars, the week
was not without its high points, as the
Saturday, April 17 match-up with
Wagner ended in a 10-3 trouncing of
Providence’s MAAC rivals.
Both Giuntini and sophomore Tom
Kelly collected two goals, while senior
Frank Bosco contributed two assists to
the Friars’ offensive effort.
Providence opened the scoring
quickly into regulation, as it breached the
Seahawks’ defense within the first two
minutes of action. Providence proceeded
to tally 10 straight goals through three
quarters of play, handing the visitors a
resounding defeat.
Sophomore Mark Seyer’s goal at 8:32
in the first quarter proved to be the
gamewinner, as Wagner registered all
three of its scores in the second half.
“Against Wagner, we just came out
focused and executed,” said Burdick.
“Wagner is a pretty good defensive team,
so to put up seven goals in the first
quarter was a sign that our offense was
doing
some
pretty
good
things.”
McMinn had another solid outing
between the posts, making four saves
and also earning his fourth win of the
season. PC dominated in every offensive
category, including an impressive 13-for14
performance
in
the
face-off circle.
The Friars hope to bounce back from
the tough loss to Marist, especially as
the team only has two more chances to
prove itself against conference foes.
With Providence currently occupying
the fourth spot in the table, a victory
against winless VMI on Saturday is a
must if the squad hopes to qualify for
post-season action.
Burdick is mindful of the situation the
team faces going into this weekend’s
match-up.
“We know that VMI has got some
guys who can score,” he said. “All we
care about right now is that we need one
win to get ourselves into the conference
final four. The magic number for us is
one.”
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Friars: Providence’s Legacy of Olympians
continued from back page
John Doherty, who ran at PC from 198283 (5,000 meters) participated for the
Irish.
Doherty and Treacy were joined by
Andy Ronan ’86 on the Irish national
squad in 1992. Ronan competed in the
marathon in Barcelona.
A trio of Friar women traveled to
Atlanta to compete in the 1996 Games.
Sinead Delahunty ’93 (1,500 meters) and
Marie McMahon ’98 (5,000 meters) ran
for Ireland, while Amy Rudolph ’95
competed in the 5,000 meters for the
United States of America.
Rudolph and Delahunty participated
in the same events in the 2000 Games.
Mark Carroll ’95 ran the 5,000 meters
and joined Delahunty under the Irish
flag.
Carroll and McMahon plan a return
to the Olympics, as they both will
compete in Greece this summer.
While track has sent the most athletes
to the Olympics, the most successful PC
Olympians hail from the Women’s
Hockey program. Seven Lady Friars
received gold medals for the United
States in the inaugural women’s ice
hockey event in the Winter Olympics,
held in Nagano in 1998. Lisa Brown
Miller ’88, Chris Bailey ’92, Cammi
Granato ’93, Vicki Movsessian ’94,
Alana Blahoski ’96, Laurie Baker ’00
and Sara DeCosta ’01 comprised more
than one third of the USA team that upset
the favored Canadians to capture gold.
As the captain of Team USA, Granato
was the first woman ever to receive a
gold medal for women’s hockey. She
also was nominated by the USA Olympic
Team with the honor of carrying the Stars
and Stripes during the closing
ceremonies in Nagano.

Former Friar track star John Treacy ’78 captured the silver medal in the
marathon at the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles, California.
Granato, DeCosta, Baker and Bailey
earned the silver medal on home soil in
the 2002 Games in Salt Lake City.
Staying on the ice, the Men’s Hockey
program has contributed four athletes to
Olympic lore. Paul Guay, who played
for PC from 1982-84, became the first
Friar to participate in the Olympics for
hockey when he skated for the United
States in the 1984 Olympics.

The best goaltender in Providence
history, Chris Terreri ’86, tended the net
for Team USA in the 1988 Olympic
Games.
Defenseman Chris Therien ’94
played for Team Canada in the
Lillihammer Games in 1994.
Gates Orlando ’84 made his way to
three Olympics with the Italian team.
Orlando played in 1992 in Albertville,

1994 in Lillehammer and 1998 in
Nagano.
PC’s influence on ice hockey is not
limited to the ice. Current Friar assistant
Ron Wilson ’79 was behind the bench
as Head Coach for the 1998 team.
Former Friar player, coach and athletic
director Lou Lamoriello ’63 served as
General Manager of the USA
Olympic team in 1998.
Friars have left their mark on yet
another Olympic sport—men’s
basketball. Three former Friars have
been honored as Head Coach for Team
USA. Already a pioneer in the college
basketball ranks, Dave Gavitt earned an
even more prestigious honor when he
was named coach of the United States
in 1980. However, Gavitt did not have
the opportunity to coach as the
Americans declined to participate in the
Moscow Olympics in political protest of
Russian military action in Afghanistan.
Following in Gavitt’s footsteps, John
Thompson ’64 was selected to lead the
United State Olympic Team in the Seoul
Games of 1988. Under his tutelage, the
Americans claimed the bronze medal.
Lenny Wilkens ’60 piloted Team
USA to a perfect 5-0 record in the 1996
Games in Atlanta. The USA defeated
Yugoslavia 95-69 to capture gold.
The final sphere of Friar influence
extends beyond a particular sporting
event and captures the spirit of the
Games. For the first Olympics of the
modem era, held in Athens in 1896, Fr.
Henri Didon, a French Dominican,
penned the Latin phrase “Citius, Aldus,
Fortius." This phrase has since come to
serve as the Olympic motto. Meaning
“faster, higher, stronger” in English, the
words appear to this day in the stadiums
where Olympic athletes compete for a
chance at immortality.
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Smith: Racing around the world and up the charts
continued from back page

good,” Smith said, “and to win two
NCAA
titles
was
very
good too.”
On top of that, she began the outdoor
season by smashing the Providence out
door record for the 5000 meter event by
a whopping 33 seconds? Superlatives
do not even begin to do justice to her
incredible feats.
Providence Track and Field Head

Certainly with the results so
far she is at the very top of the
women’s runners to have
come through here. There
have been great athletes and
All-Americans, but no one has
done what she’s done at the
NCAA’s.
Ray Treacy
Coach Ray Treacy isn’t at all afraid to
gush about his star runner.
“To the track nut, Kim has become
someone that everyone follows,” he said.
“Not just the Providence College com
munity, but every track aficionado in the
country waits to see her. When her race
is up, there is this pause as everyone
waits to see what will happen—not just
from Providence College athletes, but
from everyone. It’s something I have
never seen in 20 years. She’s been so
dominant, beating great athletes by such
huge margins to make her one of the
greatest
long
distance
run
ners ever at Providence.”
It’s quite astounding that such a mod
est, unassuming and soft-spoken 22-year
old can be such a titan in the world of
distance running. Here is someone who
started running when she was about 14
years of age, began to get serious about

the sport when she was 18 or 19—and
now, just a few short years later, is on
the verge of representing her countiy at
the Olympics.
This all comes on the heels of a spec
tacular season, one which she finished
with a flurry. At the Big East Champi
onships in Syracuse on February 21-22,
Smith was named Most Outstanding
Track Performer as she captured the
3,000 meter event in a time 8:55.88—a
new Big East, Carrier Dome, and PC
record.
At the following NCAA Champion
ships on March 12 and 13, Smith man
aged to best her Big East performance
in the 3,000, recording a time of 8:49.18
that broke the previously held NCAA
record. As if that wasn’t enough, she
had already captured the 5,000 meters
the day before with a time of 15:14.18,
breaking yet another NCAA record.
Smith also became just the second
Friar to ever win two NCAA titles
(though the first to win them both in one
meet). This inevitably begs the ques
tion: just where does Smith rank in the
annals of PC track history?
Predictably, the humble Smith does
not rush to put her name at the top. “A
lot of good girls have come through
here,” she said. “It’s really good that I’ve
broken their records because they’ve
done a lot of great things after graduat
ing.”
For Treacy, there is a much simpler
answer. “Certainly with the results so
far she is at the very top of the women’s
runners to have come through here.
There have been great athletes and AllAmericans, but no one has done what
she’s done at the NCAA’s.”
And what’s more is that she is doing
all of this thousands of miles from home.
It’s not easy, as Smith will admit.
“It’s harder for us when we live so
far away from home. We only go home
once a year. But there’s a lot of us on

I hc Kim Smith File
A list of the aw ards, accolades
and accomplishments accrued
bv PC's most decorated runner
• Set NCAA record in the indoor
5,000 meters in a time of 15:14.18
on March 12, breaking the previous
mark of 15:17.28 set in 1991.
• Set NCAA record in indoor 3,000
meters in a time of 8:49.18 on
March 13, which ecl ipsed the
previous time of 8:53.54 set in
1983.

COURTSEY OF SPORTS INFO

Kim Smith has found success many
miles from her New Zealand home,
but hopes to represent her native
land in the 2004 Summer Olympics
in Greece.
the team that are international and the
American girls look after us.”
Speaking of her home country, New
Zealand might soon be calling on Smith
for the highest of honors: the Olympics.
“It means a lot,” she said. “The
Olympics are the most important thing
for a runner. For now I probably won’t
be concentrating as much on the college
events but more on training for the
Olympics.”
Treacy concurred. “From this point
on, her focus is on the Olympics in Ath
ens and being at the peak of her form.”
Needless to say, Smith’s presence has
greatly benefited the Providence Track
and Field program.
“We’ve gotten great exposure at na
tional and international levels,” Treacy
revealed. “It’s invaluable what she’s
done over the last nine months. She will
always be on the record books as ‘Kim
Smith, Providence College.’ She’s raised
the bar for everybody and it shows what
can be done.”
Do you want to know the scary thing
about all of this? In all likelihood, we’ve
merely seen the beginning of what Smith
can do.
“In years to come,” Treacy says,
“there will be even greater performances
from Kim. Long distance runners typi
cally hit their peak in their late 20’s.”
Even greater performancesthan
Smith has already turned in this season?
It sounds like an impossible feat, but per-

• First Friar to capture two NCAA
titles in the same meet; only the
second PC runner to win two titles.
• Named Indoor Female Athlete of
the Year by the United States Track
and Field Coaches Association on
March 22; Smith is the only PC
athlete to ever receive the honor.
• Earned All-American honors.
• Named Most Outstanding Track
Performer at the Big East Champi
onships on February 21-22 in
Syracuse as she won the 3,000 and
5,000 meter events. Her time of
8:55.88 in the 3,(XX) set a new Big
East record, the Carrier Dome
record and the Providence College
record.
• Ran the final leg of PC’s 4X800
meter team that captured first place
at the Big East Championships.

• Set PC record in outdoor 5,000
meters at Mt. SAC Relays on April
17; her time of 15:09.72 broke
Marie McMahon’s previous record
of 15:43.00 set in 1996.

• Qualified for New Zealand Olym
pic team; should hear within the
next week if she made the National
team.

haps that is what we should begin to ex
pect from the best, and often most over
looked athlete on the Providence Col
lege campus these days.
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Ignorant
fan... the

sequel
by

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

The winter sports season
ended and took with it the sports
I know and love. The speed and
grace of hockey was replaced
by the grunt and thwack of
tennis. The give-and-go was
replaced with an awkward bunt.
However, I decided to give
these other sports a try, only to
find that I knew nothing about
them. Once again, I was an
ignorant fan.
Lacrosse
Eerily like hockey. Kinda
like soccer. Thankfully not field
hockey.
I really can’t tell if there is
hitting. It’s not checking or
tackling. It’s more like clubbing
the other guy, which is badass.
Upside: the goalie gets to
come out and play. Downside:
that ball has to sting.
Subbing on the fly makes it
better than soccer, but soccer
has its own kind of van. I guess
it’s even.
Some guys have sticks as
long as my arm. Others look like
they could pole-vault with
theirs. But I guess it’s not the
size, it’s how you use it.
Actual fan likes lacrosse
because of the “strategic
planning and moving of players
for precise placement and
piercing of the defense.”(An
anonymous quote from an
actual person.)
The ignorant fan likes
lacrosse because “that guy just
clubbed him like a baby seal.”

Tennis:
They grunt way too much.
Maybe if they eased off the
grunting the other player
wouldn’t hear it coming.
I’m sorry, but when you are
getting shut out there is no love.
It should be 40-disappointed.
How often do you think the
doubles player in front gets hit
by her teammate?
Actual fan likes tennis
because... Well I couldn’t find
an actual fan, but someone has
to watch.
The ignorant fan likes tennis
because it brought me Anna
Kournikova.
Softball:
Throwing underhand is
counter-productive.
How do you strike out when
there is a grapefruit flying at
your novelty sized bat?
Someone stole the tops of
their hats.
The pitchers grunt a lot.
They should join the tennis
team.
Softball=Baseball Light!
Actual fan likes softball
because “we got to ride with the
boy’s baseball team to games.”
(Another anonymous person.)
Ignorant fan likes softball
because “Ummm....”

The Olympics: Greek gods and Friars
by

Steve O’Keefe’05
Sports Editor

When you think of
Providence College athletics,
what is the first thought that
comes to mind? The vast
majority of students would
recall events or athletes from the
Men’s Basketball, Men’s
Hockey or Women’s Hockey
teams.
Think bigger. How many
people think of the Olympics
when they hear “Providence
College Friars?” Well maybe
they should. Over the years, PC
has left quite an imprint on the
most universal sporting event,
sending 22 (with a 23rd
possibly competing this
summer) athletes, three coaches
and one general manager to
represent their home countries
in the Olympic Games. In
addition to the participants PC
has sent to the Games, a
Dominican priest coined the
modern day Olympic motto:
Citius, Altius, Fortius.
As the spring sports season
COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE: SUMMER 1998
winds down and the 2004
The
seven
PC
players
from
the 1998 United States of
Summer Olympics in Greece
America gold medal women’s hockey team. Top L to R:
draw closer, we are given a
Vikki Movsessian ’94, Cammie Granato ’93, Chris Bailey
unique opportunity to celebrate
’94, Laurie Baker ’00. Bottom L to R: Sara DeCosta ’01,
the Friars’ rich heritage in the
Lisa Brown-Miller ’88, Alana Blahoski ’96.
Olympics.
PC’s most productive their homeland in every for the Olympics in the 5,000
program in terms of Olympic Summer Olympics held since meters with her performance at
participants is track. Eleven 1980. Current Friar Kim Smith the Mt. Sac Relays in California
Friar runners have represented ’06 of New Zealand, qualified on the weekend of April 16-17.

New Zealand usually selects
its team relatively early, and
Smith should find out within
a week if she will make the
journey to Greece over the
summer.
Highlighting the Friar
harriers is the standard-bearer
for PC’s Track program, John
Treacy ’78. Running for
Ireland, Treacy captured the
silver medal in the marathon
in 1984 at the Los Angeles
Games. Amazingly, it was the
first time Treacy had competed
in the marathon. Also in Los
Angeles, Treacy competed in
the 10,000 meters. As well as
the Los Angeles Games,
Treacy represented Ireland in
the 1980 Moscow Olympics
(5,000 meters and 10,000
meters), the 1988 Seoul
Olympics (marathon) and the
1992 Games held in Barcelona
(marathon).
Michael O’Shea ’77 (5,000
meters) and Geoff Smith ’84
(marathon) joined Treacy in
representing Ireland in
Moscow in 1980. Smith later
participated in the marathon in
Los Angeles in 1984.
In the 1988 games held in
Seoul, Steve Binns ’85 ran the
10,000 meters for England,
while Brendan Quinn ’83
(3,000 meter steeplechase) and
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Common name, uncommon talent
Smith vaults to
NCAA records
while keeping
feet on ground
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Staff

Quick, name the best athlete
Providence College.
Ryan Gomes? That is what
you would think, isn’t it? Kelli
Halcisak? Nice
TRACK & try. How about
FIELD Steve Wood?
Nope. Are you
done guessing yet?
While all these athletes are
certainly talented, there’s actu
ally only one truly world-class
athlete who currently attends
PC, yet for many people, her ac

at

complishments have managed
to sneak below the radar. How
this can happen with an AllAmerican who holds multiple
NCAA records and is widely
considered the best long dis
tance runner in college today is
quite astounding. But, in case
you are among those who do
not know, it’s about time that
you learned.
Ladies and gentlemen, meet
Kim Smith.
The junior from Auckland,
New Zealand is personally re
writing the NCAA record books
in the 3,000 and 5,000 meter
events—as well as bringing the
Providence College Track and
Field program back into na
tional prominence.
Yet you will not hear any
thing even remotely boastful
from a girl who, in reality, has
every right to be.
“It’s been a really good ex-
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Smith holds NCAA records
in the 3,000 and 5,000 meters

perience,” Kim said simply of
her time at Providence so far.

“There are a lot of good people
to train with and the coaching
staff is great.”
To be fair, “good experi
ence” does not even begin to
describe it.
In March, Smith was
named Indoor Female Athlete
of the Year by the U.S. Track
& Field Coaches Association,
an award which came on the
heels of her success in the
NCAA Indoor Track and Field
Championships on March 1213.
Not only did Smith win
both the 3,000 and 5,000 meter
events, she did so with times
that broke NCAA records that
had stood for 21 and 13 years,
respectively.
“I was really happy, break
ing the records was really
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Financial woes hit home for students

Student workers
cut as economic
troubles force
athletics to trim
budget
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff

Examining the Providence
College Budget for the previous
fiscal year, which started July
1, 2001 and ended June 30,

2002, the Athletic Department
generated $4,299,500 of the
school’s total revenue of
$104,574,503. In the same fis
cal year, the endowment of the
College lost $6,805,661, mak
ing the total losses of the Col
lege close to seven million dol
lars. As a result, the Athletic
Department was just told last
month to cut $250,000 from
their budget in order for the
college to make up for the
losses.
“If they would have hit me
in September with these cuts I
would have been able to make

cuts from the bigger programs,”

The last person I would
want to touch is the
student athlete. We
wouldn’t want to have
to cut any of our ath
letic programs.
Mark Devine

said Senior Associate Athletic
Director Mark Devine. “But by
March, the bulk of our money

was already spent.”
But if the College was in
debt over a year ago then why
does it seem as though budget
cuts are just now being imple
mented? Every department on
campus was given a figure that
they had to cut from their bud
get. However, they were not
told what had to be cut and the
cuts were up to the individual
departments.
The same story stood for
the Athletic Department as
well. They choose to cut many
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